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Let us hold fast the profession of our 


faith without wavering. Heb. x. 23. 














THEOLOGICAL 


DR. STEPHENS’ SERMON. 

The judicious arrangement and compre- || 
hensive scope of the following diseourse, or- 
iginally delivered before the Bible Society of 
Staunton, in Virginia, bythe Rev. Daniel 
Stephens, D. D. induces us to depart from }, 
the rule we had marked out for ourselves, 
in respect to the publication of Sermons. 
The usual length of ordinary discourses 
wouldheccupy so large a portion of our pa- || 
ges as to leave but little room for other 
essays, and would almost entirely exclude 
all religious intelligence ; and there are but 
few Sermons that would not materially suf- 
fer, in their force and excellence, by a divi- 
sion into two or three heads and published 


in Separate numbers of oar work. 





Tim. iii. 16. “ All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God; and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” 

We are this day met, according to 
appointment, to consult on subjects 
relative to the interests of this insti- 
tution. And never, perhaps, were 
we convened on a subject of more 
importance. A subject that has for 
its object the distribution of the Holy 
Bible, without note or comment, to 
the poor of our county, and other 
destitute counties in the west of this 
State, and even to the heathen. as' 

Vo). WVLNo. TX. 
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DEPARTMENT. 


| opportunity may offer. A subject 
‘that tends to unite all hearts, and 
‘denominations of Christians among 
\us, into one harmonious band of 
| brethren, acting together for the glo- 
ry of God and the salvation of man- 
‘Kind. A subject which God, An- 
)gels, and the spirits of just men 
_made perfect, contemplate with de- 
‘light! For “ there is joy in heaven 
| over one sinner that repenteth ;” and 
there is joy on earth also, there is 
joy in the Church of God, and there 


‘is joy in the penitent sinner’s own 


heart, when he is brought from dark- 
ness to light, by the life-giving word 
of God; for ‘*.the law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul.’ “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God ; and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, tho- 
roughly furnished unto all good 
works.” 

These are the words of the inspir- 
ed Apostle St. Paul to Timothy, 
his beloved son. in the Gospel, and 
natura'ly divide themselves into two 
heads, viz : 

Ist. The importance of the holy 
ara . 
Their profit tableness. 
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On the first head we shall be 


plain and practicai, aud not enter | 


much into learned and philosophics! 
discussions ; but on the secund, we 
may dilate a little more at length on 
the utility of the scriptures, and a;:- 
ply it to the object of our preseni 
meeting. 

Ist. The inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures: “ All Seripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” ‘The several 
writers of the Holy Scriptures were 
under the immediate influence of the 
Spirit of God, when they wrote the 
particular booke which bear their 
pames. For “ holy men of old spake 
as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” But it may be said, this is 
proving the Scriptures by themselves 
— ‘As well might you save a drown- 
ing man with a straw, as prove the 
Scriptures by themselves.” But bark, 
infidel! is not this the way by 
which you prove the genuineness of 
various metals and of human re- 
cords! Ifa piece of gold is offered 
you, which you suspect to be coun- 
terfeit or adulterated, you immedi- 
ately send it toa goldsmith to exam- 
ine it, and prove its genuineness, or 
the contrary, by its own intrinsic 
qualities. Or ifacertain record was 
found, containing a Mithridate or 
antidote against poison, written sev- 
eral thousand years ago, and trans- 
lated, perhaps, through various lan- 
guages, yet, if upon examination 
and application of the antidote des- 
cribed, it was actually fouud to des- 
troy the effects of poison, and it was 
also found described in the ‘* Mate- 
tia Medica” for ages, its reality 
would amount to demunstration, and 
commaod your firm and unshaken 
belief. In like manner the Serip- 
tures contain, in themselves, eviden- 
ces and proofs of their divine origin ; 
they are their own witnesses ; they 
claim a right to be examined by 
themselves; and their language is— 
“All Seripture is given by inspira. 
tion of God.” 

By all Scripture, is meant the can- 
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| onical books of the Old and New 
Vestameot, which have been col- 
| lected with the greatest possible care 
,and accuracy. Such was the ven- 
eration of the Jews for the Old 'T'es- 
iamept, that in every trauscsipt 
|they counted the very letters and 
compared the number with the ori- 
ginal, tuat no part of the sacred 
word nught be lost; and in the early 
ages of Christianity, the sacred can- 
on of Seripture was adjusted with 
the utmost accuracy, and the ac- 
knowledged inspiration of any book 
was its ouly title to admission into 
the sacred code. And the beloved 
disciple who closes the divine vol- 
ume, declares in the most solemn 
manner—* If any man shall add 
unto, or take away from, the words 
of the prophecy of this book, God 
shall take away his part out of the 
book of fife.” 

Human reason is entirely inade- 
quate to the production of such a 
volume as the sacred Scriptures. 
‘*'The world by wisdom knew not 
God.” Infidels, indeed, tell us, such 
as Mr. Paine, that they “ could 
make a better book than the Bible !” 
But as a good writer very fitly re- 
plies—“ After grazing in the pas- 
tures of Revelation, they boast of 
becoming fat in the fields of nature.” 

The wonderful sublimity and spi- 
rituality of the Scriptures ; their sol- 
emn account of the being and attri- 
butes of God; of the origin of the 
world, of man, his fall, his redemp- 
tion, and future existence according 
to his works ; their purity and per- 
fect adaptation to the wants and 
necessities of human nature, and 
their wonderful effect on the human 
heart; their miracles, and their pro- 
phecies actually fulfilling through a 
succe-sion of ages; their wonderful 
jand exact agreement in all their 
parts, though written by different 
authors in different ages, during the 
space of fifieen hundred years ; and, 

we may add, their wonderful pre- 














' servation, although they have been 
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more hated, more persecuted, more 
frequently burnt and threatened with 
absolute destruction, than any othe: 
book in the world. All these cir 
cumstances conspire to give them 
a height of wisdom and glory which 
no uninspired compositions have 
ever yet attained. If reason, in 
some of her most successful efforts. 
has disclosed some truths of giant 
worth and importance, yet the best 
of her productions are only of the 
inventive kind, such as principles in 
philosophy and mechanism, which 
were originated and aranged in a 
state of possible existence by the 


. . . 4 
Universal Architect, and only dis- 


covered by man; but as to all tbat 
reason has fancied on the nature of 
God, of man, religion, and a future 
existence, these are only as the im- 
age of Nebuchednazzar’s dream; tho’ 
the head be of gold, the feet are of 
jroo and clay, crumbling to pieces 


before the volume of inspiration, and | 


their scattered fragments are of little 
or no satisfactory utility. Now, hu- 
man reason has had nearly six thou- 
sand years to exert its powers, and 
as good opportunity as it can have, 
in the present state, to rise to its 
highest efforts; if, therefore, it has 
never arrived to such views of the 
divine nature and char: cter, to such 
knowledge of the nature and destiny 
of the human race, to sueh certainty 
of a future and eternal existence, to 
such a comfortable system of righ 
teoueneas. holiness, and assurance. 
as the Scriptures reveal, but its best 
works and produetions are imper- 
fect, like i{s author man; we might 
as well suppose that he had lighted 
up the scene in the firmament with 
the small taper with which he lights 
up his cottage in the evening, as 
suppose that he had produced such 
a sublime, spiritual, and God-like 
volume as the sacred Scriptures. As 
well might we suppose that the 
world was made by a fortuitous con- 
course of atoms, as to imagine such 
a volume to be the mere production 
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of human hands, without divine as- 
sistance. Although many hands be 


‘discernable in tbe sacred volume, 


there is evident!y but one mind pere 
vading the whole system. Itis the 
work of that God, who gradually 
produced, in six days, the beautiful 
fabric and furniture of nature and 
by adding revelation to revelation, 
through the medium of his prophets 
and apostles, has raised in the mor- 
al world, this stupendous monument 
of his wisdom and mercy ! 

Ifa tablet was found containing a 
date and characters three or four 
thousand years old, and, among oth- 
er things, an exact account of the 
eclipses of the sun and moon. and 
of all the comets that have appeared 
from that date to the present period, 
it would amount to demonstration, 
that those ealculations were made 
by a wise and scientitic Astronomer. 
in like manner, these scriptures are 
a tablet of plain characters, written 
hy men who could work miraeles, 
or foretell future events, which elear- 
ly proves that they held converse 
with the Deity; for these powers 
do net depend upon the lews of na- 
ture nor human calculation; no li:n- 
ited or human being in the universe, 
without divine permission, is ade- 
quate to these operations, and there- 
fore a knowledge of miracles and 
future events must be derived from 
the omniscient God, the Author and 
governor of all intelligent and ma- 
terial nature, and the man that pos- 
sesses these qualifications proves 
himself evidently inspired, and his 
word ought to produce the same ef- 
fect on onr faith as if Jehovah con- 
descended to speak to us face to 
face! In reading this book we feel 
ourselves in the presence of God, 
we feel surrounded with the Deity, 
and hear his name or attributes con- 
stantly sounding in our ears; we 
feel ourselves in company with pro- 
phets and apostles who ‘‘ spake as 
they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost,” and with the son of God, 
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who “ spake as man never yet!\sands and myriads in christendom 
spake.” In reading this book, we! have been converted from age to 
feel our hearts changed, and our i age ; for it emphatically “ pleases 
souls converted and purified from) God, hy the foolishness of preaching, 
pollution. It was by reading the) to save them that believe.” In read- 
Scriptures (or hearing them read ,) | ing the Scriptures, we feel a moral 
that the Ethiopean Church was con- || influence on our hearts and passions, 
verted—it was by reading the Scrip- | which is produced by no other book 
tures that the Earl of Rochester was||in the whole world; we feel our 
converted ; laying his hand on the | secret thoughts, designsand vilenesa, 
Bible he would say, “ ‘Ihis is true |! pointed out as clearly as though it 
philosophy. ‘his is the wisdom), were done by ihe finger of God him- 
that speaks tothe heart. A bad lile|)self! ‘Come, see a man that told 
is the only grand objection to this! me all things that ever l did ; is not 
book.” —It was by reading the Scrip- | this the Christ ? Come, see a book 


tures that Abdalla, a noble Maho- 
metan, was lately converted, and 
for which he suffered marty rdom— | 
In reading the Scriptures, many | 





| that is sharper than a two-edged 
sword, piercing to the dividing 


asunder of the soul and spirit, of 
the joints and marrow, and is a dis- 


Jews and Pagans are converted in || cerner of the thoughts and intents of 


the present era by means of Bible. 
Societies, and printing the word of, 


3 is not this the book of 
Yes, “All Scripture is given 


the heart ;” 
God? 


God in various languages, many of || by inspiration ef God, and is profit- 


whose names, and the circumstan 


en, if you had time to hear them. 
By reading the Scriptures and hear- 
ing them read or preached, thou- 


ces of their conversion might be giv- | 
| 
| 
t 


able for doctrine, for reproot, for 
correction, for instruction in righte- 
ousness.”” 


(To be continued.) 





MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


Notice of Dr. Milnor’s Address to the 
Managers and Dircetors of the 
American Bible Socicty. 

The interesting publication under 
the above title, which has been cir- 
culated in company with the Month 
jy Extracts of the correspondence 
of the Society, deserves attention 
for its intrinsic worth and the inter 
esting occasion which called for it ; 
and we are persuaded there are few 


readers of religious papers who, if | 


they have been made acquainted 
with the reverend author, will not be 
glad to have the opportunity of its 
perusal. We learn from this tract, 


ad in the afternoon of Thursday 

be 2d of January, ‘ the officers and 
atest of the American Bible 
Society held their first meeting in 
the room destined for their use in the 
new building” lately erected for the 








purposes of the Society, in Nassau- 
street, in the city of New York. If 
was an oceasion of much congratu- 
lation among the active friends of 
that noble and rapidly strengthening 
institution ; and was justly consi- 
dered of sufficient importance to be 
solemnly celebrated, and as furnish- 
ing a useful opportunity for such an 
| address as that to which we would 
now call the attention of our readers. 
The following description of the 
new edifice, is published in connex- 
ion with the address : 


“The foundation of this building, 
| which is now completed, was laid 
|in the month of May last. The 
house and ground have cost upwards 
of twenty thousand dollars, no part 
of which is to be taken from the or- 
dinary funds of the Society. A 
considerable portion of thissum has 
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been raised by subscription, princi- | 
patly among the friends of the Soci- i 


ety in the city of New-York. » The 
residue of the monies necessary tor 
liquidating the claims against the 


buiiding, is to be raised by such for- | 


ther contributions as may hereaiter 
be made, and by a loan, to repay 
which a sinking fund is established 
on such principles as will secure the 
gradual extinguishment of the whole 
debt. 

“Ihe American Bible Society's 
house embraces fifty feet in front 
upon Nassau-street, and extends 
back thirty feet, when it is contract- 
ed to the breadih of thirty feet, and 
runs about seventy feet, wiile. that 
width, to Theatre Alley : making 


the whole depth of the building a} 


little more than 100 feet. The base- 
ment story contains apartments lor 
the accommodation of the keeper 


and his family, two large rooms for | 


storing printing paper and other pro- 
perty of the Society, and the requi- 
site cellars for fuel. 

“'T’he first floor of the fine huild- 
ing comprises a large room for the 
Agent’s Otfice and the Biblical Li- 
brary, and two smaller ones for the 
accommodation of the Secretaries, 
Treasurer, and Committees. 
rest of this story, besides the space 
occupied by staircases, being a room 
of about sixty-two feet by twenty- 
eight, is devoted to the purpose of | 
a depository of Bibles and ‘lesta- || 
ments, and is capable of containing 
about 100,000 Bibles, 
conveniently 
shelves. 

“On the second story, 


arranged on suitable 


in front, 


‘ 3 s ; . Ht 
is the Managers’ room, which is 40 | 


feet long by 28 wide, and 16 in 
height, and plainly but neatly fur- 
nished. The second and third sto- 


riesof the rear building are occupied | 


by the binder, and as a depository 
of printed sheets. ‘The third story 
of the front building, with the fourth 
of. the rear, which together form one | 
room, as also the garret, are occu- 
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The! 


bound and) 


21 


pied by the printer to the Society.” 
| ‘Phat the greater part ot the tunds 
{necessary for the erection of this 
| building have been, and that the re- 
}mainder will collected without 
ithe least draft upon the ordinary 
| funds of the: Society, is peculiarly 
i creditable to the administration of 
| the Managers. That 80 much ashas 
| been already obtained for the pur- 


! 
we, 


! 
|| pose was procured by subscription 
| principally within the city of New- 
ork, is a fact, which contributes 
another very honorable addition to 
the high character which the friends 
of religion in that rising city have 
|so deservedly obtained for their li- 
| beral assistance in all the most ex- 
‘tensive schemes of Christian be- 

nevolence. But the Christian pub- 
lic could not have reasonably ob- 
je cted had the expenses of the So- 
ciety’s house been taken from the 
ordinary funds of the institution. 
its importance is obvious to every 
one, as soon as he considers the ex- 
tensive operations of our national 
Society. with a correspondence so 
wide, with concerns which demand 
so frequently the consultations of its 
| managers, employing so many per- 
|| sons in its several departments, and 











requiring so much room for the pro- 
per care of its volumes and diversi- 
fied property. We cannot imagine 
}an edifice of more interest to a 
| Christian stranger in theeity of New 
York than this house of the Ameri- 
| can Bible Society. Its resemblance 
/in some respects to our national edi- 
| tices for purposes of political inter- 
lest, and its infinite superiority to 
| such edifices in point of importance ; 
the comparison between their ob- 
| jects and the spirit, motives, and re- 
i wards, of those who manage them; 
| the ditference between the compari- 
son they hold in the views of men 
and the views of angels; the con- 
trast exhibited in the characters of 








all that are employed in the duties 


i} 
! 
| 
i 
1 
{ 
1} 
i 


of this house, to those of the gene- 


( 
‘rality of workmen in our civil and 





teeta techie iis ae 





work of Christian philanthropy in 
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mercantile institutions, are thoughts 
which make us regard the edifice of 
the Bible Society with feelings ol 
peculiar pleasure, and induce us to 
think that, when next in New- York. 
one of our first visits will be made 
to a house which we hope is of such 
plainness and economy as to depend 
exclusively for its interest, with 
strangers, on the grandeur and excel 

lence of its object. 

The following sentiments were 
not unappropriate as an introduction 
to an address upon suchan occasion : 

“So important an achievement as 
that accomplished in the erection of 
this handsome and commodious 
building, comprising, as it does, 
every requisite accommodation for 
the various purposes of our flourish- 
ing institution, will form an zra in 
its history. It is an affecting mo- 
ment, to set up our * Ebenezer.’ 
confessing that “ hitherto the Lord 
hath helped us :” and while, in the 


APRIL, 


Europe, has been still less able to 
anstain itself in a country where, 
happily, intolerance is unknown, 
prejudice envelopes but a small por- 





tion of the community, and the 
minds of men, under the fostering 
influence of our free institutions, are 
more accustomed to liberal expan- 
sion on subjects connected with re- 
ligion, or the welfare of the social 
state. 

‘‘Even those who have found 
imagined difficulties in the way of an 
actual association with us in the 
operations of our Society, are in 
very few instances willing to ac- 
| knowledge themselves inimical to 
its design: their objection lying 
principally to that general union of 
Chriatian exertion, which we frank- 
ly acknowledge as the principle and 
bond of our institution, and esteem 
the happiest nature by which it is 
adorned.” 

In the sentiment of the last lines 
of the above quotation, we can 





retrospect of the past, we gratefully 


acknowledge that he hath indeed | 
*‘done great things for us, whereof ' 
we are glad,” to profess our deter. | 


mination still to repose our confi- | 
dence in his gracious and providen- | 
tialaid. Weare now, asa Society, | 
only in the seventh year of our| 
existence. Our operations were 
commenced without any endowment 
but the hope of God’s favour towards 
a work immediately designed to pro- 
mote his glory, and of the support 
of good men in a cause in which 


the happiness of mankind was so | 


tntimately concerned. God, we 
believe, has given evidence of his 
approbation in the providential fa- 
cilities and succours which have 
heen afforded us. Good men have 
not withheld their aid from an object 
so well calculated to enlist the best 
affections of the heart. Even that 
opposition, the spirit of which, in 
some feeble measure, found its way 
across the Atlantic, after having in 
vain endeavoured to hinder the 





unite with all our hearts, esteeming, 
with the author, ‘‘that general union 
of Christian exertion” which is 
* the principle and bond” of the So- 


ciety, ‘the happiest feature by 


which it is adorned.”’ And we feel 
able to unite with this Catholic sen- 
timent, without the least apprehen- 
sion for our character as Episcopa- 
lians ; believing that the differences 
of opinion between Episcopalians 
and others have nothing to do with 
the distribution of a Book from 
| which all profess to take their creed, 





‘in the excellence of which we are 
‘all united, and of the utility of 
which, to the souls of men, we have 
|also the same opinion. ‘Io distri- 
‘bute the Bible is the work of Chris- 
tians. To distribute the Prayer 
Book, is the work of Episcopalian 
‘Christians. To distribute the 
Westminster Confession, is the 
work of Presbyterian Christians. 
|The object of a Bible Society is 
not to make Presbyterians, or Meth- 
‘odists, or Episcopalians, or any 
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other denomination of Christians, 
but to make disciples of Christ, 
leaving to more particular institu- 
tions and operations the business of 
deciding the name of the Church 
to which the disciples shal! belong. 
The terms of communion in a Bible 





Society have nothing to do with 
Christian denominations, but are’ 
exclusively coufined to Christian | 
feeling ; and all such as agree in the | 
fundamentals of the Christian cha- | 
racter, have nothing to prevent them | 
here from meeting in perfect equali-_ 
ty. Io their own conventions of! 
assemblies or associations, they may | 
feel as the friends and promoters of 
peculiar denominations ; but in the. 
hall of the American Bible Society, | 
they may and ought to meet, un- 
biassed by a single sectional feel- | 
ing, merely as the friends and pro- | 
motersof the Scriptures. We think | 
these sentiments Consistent with the 
strictest notions of Episcopalians. 
That they are consistent with the 
word of God, we have no hesitation. | 
No one of those who would forbid 
us thus to mingle with other denom- 
inations in the cause of Christ, will, 
we presume, deny that the persons 
with whom we mingle deserve the 
name of Christians—neither will he 
deny, that it is their duty to labour 
for the spread of the word and the 
interests of man. And we cannot 
believe that the Scriptures have so 
constituted the Church, or that the 
interests of the Church are such. as 
to draw so broad a line of separation 
between us and our brethren in the 
love of Christ, with whom we sym- 
pathize in feeling, zeal, hopes and 
happiness, and with whom we are 
to dwell in Heaven, as co-heirs with 
Christ and sharers in the same glor- 
ry, that we can have no intercourse 
with them in our common work of 
benevolence, nor enjoy the pleasure 
of the Saints’ fellowship with them, 
in those deeds of general utility, 
which, being peculiar to no denomi- 
nation, are alike interesting to all 


| 
| 
! 
( 
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that love the religion of Christians. 
With these sentiments, in which it 
is believed by far the majority of 
Episcopalians in the United States 
agree, the hope was long indulged 
that the opposition made to the 
American Bible Society at its com- 
mencement, by some of autbority in 
the Diocess of New York, having 
been encountered by Episcopatians 
with such a strong array of judicious 
argument, was, if not vanqui-hed, at 
at any rate reduced, and wouid not 
again appear. ‘his was our hope, 
because, in the opinion of a large 
body of the Church, it was neither 
advantageous nor creditable to our 
communion. But the hope has been 
disappointed. It is considered a 
matter of much regret, that, in the 
address of the Bishopof New York 
to the last convention of that Dio- 
cess, the opposition should have 
been again renewed. With its 
inanner and temper no fault can be 
found, but with its weapons we 
think plain reason is directly at war. 
We can see nothing in the highest 
notions of Episcopal government, 
or in any of the interests of the 
Church, to require an assent to the 
following sentiments of the conven- 
tional address : ** But a due regard 
both to principle and sound policy, 
and even Christian harmony, re- 
quires, in the judgment of him who 
addresses you, that we avoid all in- 
termixture with them (other denom- 
inations) in efforts of religious pur- 
poses; and that for the propagation 
of the Christian faith, by whatso- 
ever particular mode, we associate 
only among ourselves and act ex- 
clusively under the guardianship 
and authority of our own Church.” 


‘The objection of the Bishop of 


New York to Bibie Societies is not 
(to use his own words, ) against “ the 


distribution of the oracles of truth,” - 


but the manner in which Bible soci- 
eties make this distribution. It is 
because, in the distribution of the 
Scriptures by such Societies, with- 
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out note or comment, there is, ac- 
cording to his opinion, “ the sevara-| 
tion of the Charch from the word] 
of God, of the sacred vojume from | 
the Ministry, the worship and the | 
ordinances which it enjoins as of | 
divine institution, and the instru- | 
ments of the propagation and preser- | 
vation of Gospel truth.” Or, in other) 
words, it is because the Prayer’ 
book is not distribuled in company | 
with the Bible. But is not this 
strange language for the Bishop of | 
New York? As tor us, we feel | 
free to confess ourselves so deeply | 
convinced of the divine origin ot) 
Episcopaey, as to be willing to trust. 
it with perfect confidence to the tes- | 
timony of the Bible itself. To us! 
it appears, indeed, an abandonment | 
of one main ground of that defence | 
for which we rely for its support,’ 
and a confession that would be glad 
ly used by our adversaries, to ad- 
mit that we cannot trust the gov-| 
ernment of the Church by Bishops, 
Priests and Deacons, unattended by 
the guardianship of a book which 
Bishops, Priests and Deacons, con- 
structed. Is the Church, as to its 
clergy, worship and ordinances, | 
found in the Bible or not? ff not, 
then there is no propriety in making | 
the prayer book its necessary com- | 
panion, as if the Revelation of God 

} 








——— 





were inadequate to its purposes with- 
out the assistance of a book of man’s 
device. But in the opinion of the 
respected and excellent Prelate of 
New York, the Church is found in 
the Bible; and as really and sub>| 


seen a line of the prayer book, or 
learned a word of Bishops,Priests and 
Deacons, is cast, with a heart right 
with God, upon a desolate island, 
where his Bible is his only compan- 
ion ? Is he without a Church, tho 
a member by baptisin of the visible 
Church, and by faith a member of 
the invisible? Is he without ordi- 
nances and worship, after having 
been the subject of the ordinance of 
baptism, and being now capable of 
worshippiug God, from a pious heart, 
with the spirit and (he understand- 
ing ? 

Ve beg leave to make a few re- 
marks, before we return to Dr. Mil- 
bors address, upon the following 
passage of the Bishop of New York: 
“It is a satisfaction to me, that, in 
withholding my support from Bible 
Societies, | act with those in the 
highest stations of the Church from 
which we are descended, and with 
the great body of the clergy.” To this 
sentence there is a note, in which 
are mentioned the names of such 
Bishops of England and Lreland as 
“appear among the supporters of 
the British and Foreiga Bible Soci- 
ety.” They amount to ten. ‘Then 
follow the names of those who * do 
not appear among the supporters, 


‘&c ‘hese amount to forty-five. 


Because the names of the latter do 
not appear among the supporters of 
the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, it is inferred that they.do not 
contribute to its support, or to sup- 
port any Bible Society, and of 
course that they do not approve of 





stantially there, as in the book of 
common prayer. How then can it 
be said that, to separate the Scrip- 
tures from thé prayer book, is to se- 


parate the Church from the word of | 


God? ‘The prayer book is a kind | 
of commentary on the Bible ; but it 


What, according to the 


such institutions. From such in- 
ferences, we beg leave to dissent. 
it does not by any means follow that 
because they do not belong to that 
Society, they disapprove either of 
its principles or proceedings. That 


! . 
| some of them do, we are sorry to have 


| veaenn, from more conclusive testi- 
mony than the above, to believe. But 





complete. 


Bishop’s opinion, is the condition 


of the majority we know nothing ; 





of one who, having been regularly 
baptized, and having never beard or 


because we have seen no expression 
‘of their sentiments. ‘That they are 
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not among the supporters of the So- 
ciety, is decisive of nothing ; for a 
thousand reasons and circumstances 
may have prevented many of them 
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| following excelient and cogent ob- 
servations : 

| © Now if this be a just estimate of 
\the character ot the sacred oracles, 


from having their names on the pub- | to whose dissemination we are soli- 
lished lists of the Society, having | citously devoting our efforts, never 


no connexion with a disapprobation | 
ofits nature or doings. 1s there any 
reason to believe that ell the Min- 
isters of the dissenters in England 
who approve of the Society, have 
their names subscribed amongst its 
friends ? How many prominent per- 
sons among the several denomina- 
tions in this country, are hearty 
friends and advocates of the Ameri- 
can Society, and yet have never 
been numbered among the contribut- 
ors to its funds ? 
forty-five Prelates do not appear 
among the supporters of the British 


But because these | 





and Foreign Bible Society, does it 
follow that they are not members or 
supporters of any Auxiliary or local 
Societies founded upon the same 
principle as that of the general insti- | 
tution, instituted for the benefit of | 
their several neighbourhoods ? 
pose a person in England examining 
the reports of the American Society, 
and discovering that the names of 
Bishop White, Bishop Moore, and 
Bishop Kemp, do not appear among 
the supporters of that institution, 
should infer, after the manner of the 
Bishop of New York, that these 
gentlemen proceed upon the princi 
ple of those persons in England who |) 
have strenuously opposed the cause | 
of Bible Secieties. He would be | 
egregiously mistaken, for it might 
be told him that each of these Right 
Rev. gentlemen is a member of a 
Bible Society in the city where he 
resides. ‘I'he same mistake has pro- || 
bably been made in the address to 
the convention of New York, in re- 





will a period arrive while the world 
| subsists, when means, such as are 
|}now pursued, will not be necessary 
‘to render them accessible to the 
| poorer Classes. As avenues lor their 
‘circulation multiply, and they ob- 
(tain an increased influence on the 
lminds of men, they will require to 
| be conducted ou a scale incalculably 
‘greater. More numerous hearts and 
| hands must be engaged in the migh- 
ity work. More of that silver and 
oid which belong to the Lord of 
Hosis. must be poured into bis trea- 
sury, and, thence transformed into 
bibles, be sent forth to gladden the 
dreary and disconsolate mansions of 
poverty, and invest their hapless 


‘tenants with treasures such as “ the 


world can neither give nor take 
away,’ Surely, if ever there was 





Sup- || 
'a cause of God; 
'a cause, that ought to present an 
‘irresistible claim to the patronage 


a cause, indisputably sanctioned as 
if ever there was 


of all who receive the sacred Serip- 
tures as a genuine and authentic 
revelation from him, and who be- 


| lieve that they are “ able to make 


wise unto salvation through faith in 








lation to the Bishops of England and 
Ireland. 

Let us now return to the address 
of Dr. Milnor. 
well drawn estimate of the character | 


of the Holy Scriptures, we find the | 


Vor. IV...No. 1X. 





Jesus Christ;” if ever there was a 
‘cause whose zealous and judicious 
management promised extensive and 
permanent benefits to the world 


' without the possibility of injury, it 
i is that which it is the honour and hap- 


| piness of Bible Societies to maintain. 

* And what is the practical sug- 
gestion that those views should 
‘bring home to our minds’? What, 
‘but that a corresponding regard be 
felt by its conductors to the charac- 


| ter of the measures prosecuted for 
| its support and advancement. Let 


After a brief but | 


an enlargedpess of mind, commensu- 
irate to the magnitude and excel- 
lence of this holy design, prompt to 
a4 
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generous and extended effort. Here. ' 
no narrow views should intervene | 
to sink the spirits of the vast body of | 
Christians, whose hopes, unlimited 
by local bounds. and rested on the 
sure word of prophecy, look forward 
to the period when the most distant 
and degraded of the heathen shall, 
through the medium of tne Bible, 
and the accompanying energies of 
the Spirit, be made to reallize that 
** the Gospel is the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God,” and be in- 
vested with the blessedness of be- 
coming believers in that unseen Re- 
deemer, who is able to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God by 
him.” Nounfounded apprehensions 
should clog the labours of Christian 
philanthropy, no partial features, or 
temporary disappointments, weaken 
their confidence in that Almighty 
Being, whose glory they desire to 
promote by extending far and wide 
the knowledge of his name. His 
providence and grace will never de- 
sert his faithful servants, while, 
with prayerful dependence on his 
goodness, they are engaged in plan- 
ning schemes for the accumulation 
of funds, and for their profitable and 
economical employment in effecting 
his hallowed purposes of mercy. tie 
will control events, and influence 
the wills of men, so as to conduct 
them to a favourable issue.” 

It has long been a favourite argu- 
ment of unbelievers to point out the 
differences among Christians and 
the feelings of hostility whch too 
often have appeared among such as 
named the nam-y of Christ, for a di- 
rect contradiction to the peaceful 
character of the Christian Religion, 
and an insurmountable objection to 
the Bible as a revelation from God. 
As long as the human mind contin- 
ues as it is, it cannot be expected 
that any matter of opinion will be) 
presented for our consideration, atout 
which there will net be some ditler- 








ence of sentiment. he grea! orna- | 
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enabling ber disciples to differ with 
each other in the spirit of ineekness 
and brotherly love. ‘This it will be 
found she has always done, exacily 
in proportion as. her spirit bas been 
received. In illustration of this, we 
confidently appeal to the spirit 
and feeling which have appeared 
among the different denominations 
as they have been associated in the 
great work of disseminating the 
Scriptures. 

‘Past experience,’ says Doctor 
Milnor, ** has established one point 
beyond all dispute; and that is, 
that the seeds of contention are 
not neeessarily sown with the dif- 
ferences that prevail among us, either 
on points of doctrine or modes 
of worship. Our illustrious proto- 
type, for more than eighteen years, 
has exhibited a spec:acle of harmo- 
ny amongst the conductors of her 
multifarious and widely extended 
operations decisive of this question. 
In truth, without offence to any so- 
ciety of Christians, it may be asked, 
where is the particular denomina- 
tion, in the management of whose 
interior polity and eoncerns there 
have not been occasionally mani- 
lested a greater discrepancy of views, 
and more exasperated eollisions of 
feeling, than have occurred in this 
immense association of Christians 
of every name? It is believed the 
question might be ventured by oth- 
er principal as well as subordinate 
Bible institutions ; and without vio- 
lating the mudesty with whieh it be- 
comes us to speak of our own trans- 
actions, we have no doubt it might 
be asked in regard toourown. How 
gratitying is it to see, in the past his- 
tory of Bible Societies, the proguos- 
tications of illiberal minds on this 
head so completely falsified by fact ; 
and how encouraging a ground of 
confidence uoes it supply of the 
continuance of a like spirit io all 
thei: future proceedings. Nor will 
the venefil of this conciliatory feel- 





ment of Christianity, is its power in | 


ing be confined within the doors 
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of these excellent institutions. Tho’ 
we may not bring our minds to an 
agreement on points which have 
occasioned a separation of Chris- 
tians into sectional distinctions, we 
will learn to respect each other’s mo- 
tives, to dismiss prejudices and mis- | 
conceptions arising out of our previ. | 
ous personal acquaintance with each | 
other, and to acknowledge how 
much that is estimable and good is) 
often to be found in those from) 
whom, on partieular topics, we most 
widely differ. The spirit of Chris- 





tianily will be found less dependent } 


than we have imagined on the pecu- 
liarities to which, however excel- 
lent in themselves, we may have at- 
tached undue relative importance ; 
and while we feel ourselves con- 
strained to adhere to such sentiments 
as our deliberate judgments contin 
ue to sanction, we shall not be for- 
ward to condemn in others the ex- 
ercise of a similar privilege. This! 
is a collateral advantage, arising out | 
of Christian union inthe Bible cause, | 
which no longer sequires to be hy-| 
pothetically stated. ‘The ameliorat-| 
ing influence of Christian charity 
is inwardly felt, and practically ex-. 
emplified by the members of these ; 
institutions. Some of us are old. 
enough to look back, and compare | 
the former and present state of feel-. 
ing towards each other of Christian | 
ministers and professors in districts | 
with which we are familiar, and, 1) 
believe, we shall unite in our testimo- 
ny, that, with exceptions too insig- 
nificant to be regarded, where ¢ hris- 
tians have been brought to act to- 
gether in this labour of love, asperi- 
ties have been smoothed, mutual} 
indulgence cherished, and social in- 
tercourse placed upon a footing of 
kindness and affection. What a 
delightful aspect of Christian amity 
was, for many years, presented in 
that harmonious confederacy of ta- 
Jent and exertion in the active du- 
ties of the British and Foreign Bible | 
Society, exhibited by the Church- | 








dress to the Bible Society. 907 
| man Owen, (long live his memory in 
vur affections!) the Baptist Hughes, 
jand the Lutheran Steinkopff, with 
| their iaborious coadjutor, the Quaker 
Dudley. Nor is it less pleasing to 
beheld now, in the committee of that 
Society, an assemblage of distin- 
guished men of almost every reli- 
gious name, cooferring, in the spirit 
of their common Master, on the in- 
terests of his kingdom, as connected 
with the distribution of his word- 
They may fearlessly invite a con. 
tentious world to enter their peace- 
ful mansion, and say to them—*Be- 
hold how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” Yes, and I trust for a‘far 
longer period than any of us will 
live to witness, gainsayers may be 
invited within the portals of this 
peaceful mansion, to witness bere 
the uninterrupted prevalence of 
that fraternal affection which the 
Psalmist, in lis beautiful eulogy, 
compares to “ the precious ointment 
upon the head of Aaron, and to the 
dew of Hermon, and the dew that 
descended upon the mountains of 
Zion ;” and may the supporters of 
this institution realize the glorious 
consequence, that ‘‘ here the Lord 
has commanded his blessing upon 
them, even life for evermore.” 

Though our room is very limited, 
we must extract the following para- 
graphs. 

‘“* An angry opponent of the Bible 
cause, once deridingly applied to 
the astonishing efforts now making 
in ite support, the appellation of “the 
Crusade of the nineteenth century.” 
Its friends were little offended by 
theallusion. Thanks be to God for 
the rational persuasion their minds 
are permitted to cherish, that “ this 
Crusade will never terminate like 
those of a darker age, in abortion 
jand disappointment.” ‘The great 
, associations by which it is conducted 
| will never, in their progress, exhibit 

the desolating career of those to 
which they have been compared, 
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but, carrying with them only light 
for the ignorant, comfort for the at- 
flicted, and peace tor the troubled 
conscience, are destined to produce 


'versing with 


} 


a Minister, 

iniste¢ APRIE, 
ceived Morrison’s horses before the 
dvor, and entering, found him con- 
ease and animation 
Agitated as I was, 


with Maria. 


effects lasting and momentous on the || by a variety of conflicting emotions, 


temporal and eternai 
mankind, and, ‘watered by the 
dews of the Divine blessing, ’ to exist 
until their benevolent and exalted 
aims shall have arrived at their ful- 
Jest consummation. 

* The enemies of this holy cause, 
whether they be infidels or mistaken 
Christians, will be found successive- 
ly retreating from a useless conflict, 
with establishments so manifestly 
aided from on high, and making the 
desponding acknowledgment of a 
learned, but inveterate, assailant in 
Great Britain. ‘ | have abandoned,” 
said he, * the thought of opposing the 
Bible Society. When an iustitution 
is supported with ail the fervour of 
religious enthusiam, and is aided by 
the weight of such powerful addi- 
tional csuses, an attempt to oppose 
it is like attempting to oppose a tor- 
rent of burning lava, that issues 
from Etna or Vesuvius.” 

'T be addcess we have been review- 
ing, is a specimen of composition, 
eloquence, and Christian spirit, high- 
ly creditable to its reverend author. 


welfare of ‘I could scarce forbear asmile at the 


odd exchange of partners which 
seemed tor that morning to have 
taken place. Hearing that I was 
/every moment expected, Morrison 
had, on alighting at the door, declar- 
ed his intention of awaiting my re- 
turn. My mother was indisposed, 
and Maria, unwilling to be thought 
wapiing in civility to any friend of 
mine, had forced herself to recefve 
and entertain bim. Of Morrison, 
the remark might be justly jmade, 
which was applied to Mr. Burke by 
Doctor Johnson, “ If,’ said he, “a 
stranger to Burke, ts driven by a 
shower under the same shelter, or 
by any other accidental cireum- 
stance, stands ten minutes in his 
company, be will talk to him in a 
manner that will induce the stranger, 
at parting, to say, ‘ This is a very 
extraordinary man.” His cordial, 
unailected address, was not so much 
the etfect of good breeding, as the 
cause of it, and the facility with 
which he adapted his discourse to 
the capacity and feelings of those to 








We congratulate the society upon 
javing for one of its Secretaries, | 
and in its councils, an individual | 
who combines with so mucb zeal) 


whom he wished to render himself 
pleasing was astonishing. [ am al- 
ready, said he, (returning my salu- 
taiion) introduced to Miss Leibnitz: 


and activity in the prosecution of ||my impudence, or whatsoever other 
its plans, such sterling judgment j|title it may deserve, has done me 
in their direction, and so large a || that service, by the by, it has given 


share of the true Christian spirit to | 





jit, in my estimation, a preference 


conduct his many exertions directly lover poor modesty, which my ac- 


to the advancement of the glory of 
God. We leel truly grateful that 
our Episcopal Church is represented 
in the American Bible Society by 
one who, in every respect, is so 
honourable to her Miaistry. 


MEMOIRS OF A MINISTER OF 
THE GOSPEL. 
(Concluded from page 242) 


On approaching the house, I per- 


|quaintance may have cause to rue; 
{out time presses, and I am engaged, 
| continued he, (looking at his watch) 
jin a most Herculean task, Waldron. 
lf my poor assistance, said I, as I 
seated myself, can aught avail,— 
'|cried he gaily, and taking the words 
|from me, it is at my service,—Well, 
{1 elaim it ; Lam endeavoring to con- 
|| vince Miss Leibnitz, that it is not 
unlawful for a Christian to attend on 


} 
| 
| 
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an Q): ‘atorio or Concert of Sacred | 


Music. ti, said 1, the performance 
be in a Church, and for charitable 
purposes, nO doubt | conceive, need 
arise in the mind of the most con- 
scieniious person, since the place, } 
the composition, and the object ot || 
the performance, are not only unob- 


description. 


Mr. Morrison will searcely ex 
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pect me to engage furthe: in this) 


disquisition, said Varia, as 1 per 
ceive, something | contess to ms 
surprise, (she looked at me) that 
should now have to contend against | 
feariut odds. 

But you would not of clioice, | 
presume, said f, contend 
such an indulgence as | have men 
tioned, unless, as surely you will 
not do, you contend that every kind | 
of amusement, unconnected with | 
soOrne 
unlawful) Indeed L eannot 
ceive any recreation te be more tn- 
nocent, than that of attending such | 
performances ef vocal and instru- | 
mental music as are most perfect in 
their kind. 

Without wishing to shift the ques- 
tion, said Maria, [ will beg you, 
gentlemen, to allow me fora moment 
to drop the word lawful, and ask 
you if it is expedient. Expedient! 
1 exclaimed, a musical person, who 
is likewise a devout 


con- 


‘ 


against |, 


| 


positively religions duty, ts | 


jmusic as, 


! 


and humble | 


Christian, will tell you that he de- | 
rives spiritual edification from the | than idle words, a solemn mockery 


study and enjoyment of 
music. 
I, at least, 


Miss Leibnitz, said Morrison, for | 


sacred | 
| the heart, 


am much obliged to | not hold him guiltless, who taketh 


} { 


a) 


reckoned expedient, and even iau- 
dable, to give every encouragemneat 
to those that ave most innoxious. 
From the varying hues of Maria’s 
countenance, i perceived that she 
\ considered that there was much 
more intended by this argument, as 


jp regueded me,than met the ear, and 
jectionable, buteven of a religious | 


her natural modesiy, of which no 
‘homan being possessed a greater 
| snare than hersell, gave Wey to her 
tears for her triend.  Suppressing 
rec leelings and evidently collecting 
jnerseif by a great exertion, she thus 
hear the silence which had suc- 
ceeded Morrison’s observation. 
contend, said she, that it 1s 
neither lawful nor expedient for Chris- 
trans to aticnd a concert of sacred 
‘music, even in a church, either as 
respecis the performance, the per- 
formers, or the place, aud what- 
‘ever the musical persons, who are 
likewise devout and humble, may 
tell you, it must be recollected, that 
strictly speaking, sacred 
jonly when erployed in the worship 
jol God, of which L allow the song 
‘of praise and thanksgiving forms 
one of the most delightful parts. 
| Bot of the performers of this sacred 
music of which we are speaking, it 
‘seems almost impossible even for 
that charity which hopeth all things, 
‘not to fear, that with them, the 
(prayer af penitence, or giow of 
gratitude, the rapture of hope, or 
triumph of fuith, are nothing more 





of [lim who demands the homage of 
and declares that He will 


his name in vain; and did he who 


making it a question of expediency. | once drove the buyers and sellers 


There I think | am on sure ground. 
It must be granted that whatever 
may be thought of mere amusements, 
the generality of mankind ill 
resort fo them. And if in this, there- 


fore, the world cannot be controlled, | lenient eye 
(for if one kind of amusement he | 


} out of the Jewish temple, novw 
| dwell among men in a human form, 
|| we can, | think, scarcely imagine 
\ that the votaries of plessure would 
jbe regarded by him with a more 
than the lovers of gain. 
Morrison was surprised into @ 


at any time proscribed, others will | feeling of even awlul respect for the 


he substituted) surely it may be ‘timid and blushing 


girl, who could 
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thus so resolutely hold fast to 
her profession, and maintain what 
appeared to her to be the cause 
of Christianity. I believe, said 
he, with much seriousness, I must 
yield you this point, Miss Leib- 
nitz—A church is a place of wor- 
shi», and [ see that a concert of 
sacred music may not necessarily 
be worship ; but still, as i think it 
wouid be difficult to prove a charge 
of unlawfulness against music itself, 
may I name the Theatre or Ball- 

room as the proper places for its 
performance, and this iv a mora! 
poiut of view, on the scere of ex- 
pediency? No sir, said she, quickly ; 
I answer no. If, in the former in- | 
stince, the performance be a profa- 
nation of the place, in this, the 
place is the profanation of the per- 
formance. But { fear, she continued, 
colouring deeply, and hesitating, | 
have already said too much on a 
subject which you may suppose | 
do not understand ; but if, as 1 be- 
lieve ’tis certain, that musical en- 
tertainments must rank with balls, 
tea parties, morning visits as they 
are called, in short that whole rou- 
tine of fashionable life, which, being 
pomps and vanities, we pledge our- 
selves by our baptismal covenant to 
renounce; if all these things have 
a tendency to make the every day 
occupations and duties of life in- 
sipid ; if, by indulging in them, we 
tread on the frontier line, which 
separates the lawful enjoyment from 
the unlawful compliance ; if, by thus 
advancing to the brink of a preci- 
pice, we beeome liable to fall head- 
long in some unguarded moment, or, 
though we can tread the dizzy beight 
in safety, should others, following 
our example, stumble and fall, where 
is the Christian that can hesitate an 
instant between the gratification of 
an hour, and the risk of incurring 
any one of those awtlul possibilities ? 
it is always dangerous to approach 


to being conformed to this world. 
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It is always safe to abstain from al 
appearance-of evil- 

The reader will no doubt be pre- 
|pared to hear that I was humbled 
and convinced, by this direct and 
practical exposition of the path in 
| which it became a Christian to walk; 
and that the comparison | must have 
drawn between these “ faithful say- 
ings worthy of all acceptation,”’ 
and the vague and vain imagination 
| of the fanciful disputer of this world, 
| must have renewed all my love and 
admiration for the anxious, single 
| hearted Maria, and covered me with 
| eonfusion, at the thoughts of halting 
‘for one moment in my opinion, be- 
tween her and the gay, visionary, 
though beautiful and facinating. Miss 
Morrison. But no such thing—the 
time was come when I could not 
endure sound doctrine or good ad- 
vice; the voice of adulation was 
balmy and sweet, that of exhorta- 
tion barsh and discordant; the syren 
smile of pleasure was alluring, the 
check of cautious friendship was 
distasteful. 

I was fully aware, from the first, 
what was to be the result of this 
conversation. I knew, from the pub- 
lic prints, that a band of musicians 
belonging to the Theatre, just then 
built, were engaged, and that a con- 
cert of sacred music, vocal and 
instrumental, was to be performed 
the next evening atone of the long 
' rooms belonging to a tavern, for as 
| yet the assembly rooms were not, 
the cathedral was not, built, and I 
should hope a Protestant church 
never was, or will be, used for such 
a purpose. ‘To this musical enter- 
tainment I was to be urged to go, at 
least so I understood Miss Morri- 
son, when she warned me not to 
refuse her proposal, and I determin- 
ed to go. That Maria’s unwonvted 
animation had been caused by her 
apprehension that this proposal 
would be made, I had no doubt, and 
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I felt vexed at what I considered 
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her stem denunciation of rational | 
and innocent amusement, and fur- | 
ther—I had determined to go. On, 
this determination, however, there | 
was a damperthrown, {rom a quar- 
ter from whence I least of all ex 
pected or feared it. 

As Maria concluded, Morrison 
rose from his seat. | came over said 
he after some hesitation as if ata 
loss how to proceed, I came Wal- 
dron to propose to you to go with 
us to-morrow evening to this very 
species of entertainment of which 
we have been talking. I had no 
eonception there could be any ob- 
jection in the mind of the most con- 
scientious Christian. I clearly see | 
there are many. You know my dear 
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1 have been thus particular, in or- 
der to show how easily the proles- 
siun of religion may again slide into 
the world and its pieasures, without 
doing that violence to nature which 
But | must 
‘now hasten on with my story. I 
|am not writing a uovel, sol need 





|| nut stop to tell by what arrangement 


‘ft was finally prevailed on to tram- 
‘ple on the wishes of those I so late- 
ily loved and goto the concert. I 
| will not detail all the delicate dis- 
tresses and embarrassments, and 
misunderstandings and reconcilia- 
tions, Which attended my envied 
situation as the admirer of a dash- 
ing Belle, who did not know her 
own mind. ‘lhe readers of Miss 





fellow, how I admire consistency, | 
and it is evident to me, that with | 
your views of religion, you_ should 
renounce these things, for alas! that 
I should say so, | feel, that to be a 
real Christian you must go out from 
among us. If, continued he, after 
a pause, and with an emotion I can 
now too easily account for, if I can- 
pot keep out of temptation myself, | 
will not, 1 cannot, be accessary in 
drawing others in. 

Il was disconcerted, I was disap- 
pointed, thwarted in my intentions 
by this speech. 1 was angry that 
Maria should thus see a votary of 


Burney will be at no loss to supply 
all this. I will not stop to describe 
the causes of my jealousy of a certain 
Mr. O'Brian, a handsome young 


\ Irishman; I willonly say that all 


these things detained me in town 
several days after thé concert, and 
inally brought me (good easy man, 
who could have thought it!) to the 
door of the Theatre. 

I will stop here, at least thought 
I, and return to friends whose com- 
pany can be enjoyed without these 
temptations. ‘The party was passa- 
ing in. One moment more, and | 
was to resign Miss Morrison to O’- 





fashion going beyond me. Oh, said 
I, with some asperity but trying to 
laugh, you must not take Maria’s 
flourish so seriously, she will change 
her Opinion before to-morrow. She 
turned on me her mild expressive 
eyes; on her countenance was deep 
sorrow, but nothing of reproach. 
Maria, said she. has sometimes cause 
to change her opinion ’tis true, but 
her belief that a Christian, who is 
not very strong in the faith cannot 
mingle with the world without dan- 
ger, is now fixed beyond the possi- 
bitity of change. Morrison perceiv- | 
ed the subject was becoming too in- | 
teresting for the presence of a third. 
person, and politely took his leave. | 





Brian. He advanced with a sneer 
on his countenance. Come, Sir 
Priest, said he, you must give place 
io Sir Knight. thou must not enter 
these forbidden dvors, and 1 doubt 
not thou wilt be horridly chid for 
having come so near them. I turo- 
ed to Isabella to take leave; she 
looked at me, and my purpose waa 
gone. I was within the barrier, and 
within a side box, before 1 could 
collect myself. As we ascended the 
stairs, though the expressive features 
ot O’Brian assumed an appearance 
almost amounting to paucity, and 
on the beautifnl face of Isabella sat 
‘he smile of triumph, the agonizing 
idea crossed me, that there paseed a 
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Jook of intelligence between them. || my ingratitude, my apostacy, my 
There are those even in this ou, { wretchedness at once flashed before 
day, calling themselves the follow- | ne. fhe scene, the place, was 
ers and servants of Christ, who are ; identified with my sufferings, and 
advocates of the Theatre. Lam not) the whistles and cat calis of the 
prepared to say that it is worse than | galleries rung in my ears like the 
a Ball room; ail things considered, || shrieks of the damned; the noiey 
do not know that it is; for females | vociferations of the pit sounded iike 
it is not so bad. In a Theatre they | the wild roaring of rebellious spirits; 
are spectators—in a Ball room they | and the sprightly hum ol ibe boxes 





are actresses. The object and! 
orizin of both is Dissipation. i 

He that has ears to hear, let bim | 
hear, whilst [ quote a few words of 
the remarkable Wesley. * Dissipation | 
is the very quintessence of Athciom.' 


became to me as the frantic laugh of 
madness, hugging and admiring tts 
galliag chain. f telt and looked the 
guilty thing LT was. A cold damp 
bedewed my forehead, my limbs 
nearly refused to support me, and I 


It is artificial, added to natural un- leant my head against a pillar; the 


godliness. It isthe art oui forgetting’ 
God and of living without Him. It 
is the art of excluding Him, if not. 
out uf the world he has created, yet) 
out of the minds of his intelligent| 
creatures. It is a studied inatten- | 
tion to the whole invisible and| 
eternal world. It is its business to| 
make us forget that it is appointed, 
unto men once to die, and after 
death the Judgment.” | 
Our party was large, and only! 
myself and one other gentleman’ 
were within the box. ‘I'he rest! 
were grouped at the door. I stood | 
by Miss Morrison, who, coming in} 
last, was seated near it. However | 
animating the scene might be for. 
others, it had uno charms for me. 
The look which she, for whom | had | 
thus cast away my profession, had, 
as I fancied, exchanged with my 
rival haunted my imagination. “Can: 
it be, that after all, I am fooied, 
thought I. Is it for this 1 have reni 
my mother’s heart with anguish ? Is\ 
it for this I have destroyed the peace 
and blighted the fair hopes of the 
lovely, pious, affectionate, and every | 
way excellent Maria’ Oh, is it for 
this that 1 have brought ridicule 
on the holy cause of religion, and | 
crucified, I shudder as I write the | 
words, crucified my blessed Saviour | 


gentleman in the box whispered me, 
'cheer up, cheer up, man, you have 
passed the rubicon, recollect there 
is no going back. I trust there is, 
was my inward ejaculation. Liark 
ye, said he, 1 see how it is with 
you, and I will give you a piece of 
advice; you will like it best in 
verse—attend, he whispered very 
low: 


It is good tobe merry and wise, 

It is good to be honest and true, 

It is good to be off with the old love, 

Before you on with the new. 
Have you any meaning in this stuff ? 
said I. I have, returned he, serious- 
ly ; be guarded in what you do and 
say to-night: I will tell you more 
to-morrow. I was allowed uo time 
to reflect on the nature of this hint, 
ior the conversation of the young 
man without the door became now 
too audible and offensive to be disre- 
garded—why surely, said one, he 
will not think of giving up the girl 
with the—marks banco. IL always 
looked on his godliness as hypocrisy, 
but I calculated on its being great 
gain, notwiihstanding. But O’ Brian, 
said another, do you, an Irishman, 
intend to be fooled by a canting 
preacher? Och, honey, said G’Bri- 
an, there is no contending against a 
spark of such universal powers, great 
in the convent cle, greater in a draw- 





afresh. ‘The scales began to drop | 


from my eyes; and my weakaess, 


ing room, and then he is so hand 
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some, you see, that whether the 
charmer sinner it, or saint it, he ts 
alike irresistible. Gentlemen, said 


I, provoked beyond all patience and | 


pitting my head out of the door, be 
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an. Do you mean to insult me, sir ? 
said I ; do you imagine I will for one 
moment suffer? 1 hope, said he, 
interrupting me, you will suffer 
| many moments like a Christian—Oh 





pleased to continue this preposterous 
conversation a little further off, you | 
disturb the ladies by your noise. | 
They bowed and retired. A min- 
ute after, a card was put into my 
hand written with a pencil. Mr. 
O'Brian would speak with Mr. Wal- 
dron. Do not leave the box just now, 
said my friendly adviser, who saw | 
what had passed. But I[ was in no | 
humour to take advice and entered 
the lobby. At the further end of it 
1 found O'Brian, surrounded by all | 
the loungers. 





said he, imitating the brogue and |, price | tried to save her. 


that your sufferings and mine, were 
to be the only consequences of this 
night’s work, I should teel less agony 
for the part I have acted in this 
‘precious drama. But this is no place 
for you or me, we must hence instant- 
ly. His manner awed me—I will go 
to your lodging, and there I will ex- 
plain all. But your sister, said J. 
iMy sister, cried he, with a bitter 
and scornful smile, wy sister, will 
‘not break her heart, or be unprovi- 
‘ded with an attendant. Oh! cried 





Will you be plaased, |, he, striking his forehead, at what a 


But fol- 


using the expressions of a characier |' low me, we are observed. Distract- 
then pertorming on the stage, Will je as | was, I could not but perceive 


you be plaased Mr. Parson, as my 
countryman Sir Lucius says, to ex- 
plain to me the maning of that same 
haard word prapastorous, The laugh 
which the oddity of his manner occa- 
sioned, quite put me off my guard. 


K 


that Morrison’s emotions were more 
‘violent than mine. I know him to 
| be a man of uncommon strength of 
‘nerve and firmness of character, and 
‘to see him thus agitated by grief, and 
‘as it appeared remorse, was terrible. 


The meaning sir, said I, is sufficiently || He continued to pace the room, after 


apparent by a reference to your 
conduct. Nay, cried several, ex- 
plain Waldron. Oh his Reverence 


we had reached it, with quick and 
unequal steps ; twice he stopped be- 
fore me, and appeared to make an 


is parfectly right, said O’Brian, with | effort to speak, without being able 


a laugh of disdain, the quarrel is a 
very pretty quarrel as it stands 
and explaining would only spoil it. 
So thus, cried he, seizing me by the 
collar, and striking me at each word 
with his cane, will | segn and seal it. 
His greatly superior strength held 
me at arms length from him until 
throwing me stun’d against the side 


of the lobby, he deliberately walk- }am now to tell you. 


ed off and entered the box I had 
quitted. 

I was roused from the stupor 
which this violence had occasioned | 
by Morrison. Weak deluded young | 
man, cried he, why did you come | 
here, andwhy is this? Willyou be 
the bearer of my message to O’ Brian ? 
said I. To O’Brian, cried he; no, 
you have suffered enough by O’Bri- ’ 
Vol. IV...No, IX. 





— 


todoso. At length he said, after a 
silent application, as I thought, for 
strength and assistance—** Waldron! 
did you ever believe that you had 
received any thing of the Spirit of 
the meek, humble, and crucified 
Saviour? If you did, call it back, 
let it fill, let it possess your soul, 
and you will be able to hear what | 
Tell me at 
once, cried I, seizing his arm, this 
horrid tale with the prelude to 
which you are thus agonizing me. I 
will directly, said he, speaking short 
and thick. I! promoted your intima- 
cy with my sister with no unworthy 
motives. Her affections had been 
engaged by the handsome person, 
and specious manner, of O'Brian, and 
her head bewildered by his sopbie- 
35 
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try. I fancied an acquaintance with | 
your amiable family would change | 
the current of her feelings and opin- 
ions, for she is every thing by times, 
and nothing long. Butoh, the result: 
I saw Miss Leibnitz ; | was delighted, 
charmed with her firmness, her 
piety, her consistency, her loveli- 
ness. Hold, said he, seeing me 
change colour, | have told you noth- 
ing yet. My virtue made one expir- 
ing effort. 1 warned you, Waldron, 
of the toils that were laid for you— 
if you would have understood me. 
teturned home, I gathered enough 
from Isabella of what bad passed 
between you to convince me my plan | 
more than succeeded; and_ that 
whilst the wealthy and respectable 
Heary Waldron might be my brother- 
in-law, instead of the worthless ad- 
venturer O’Brian, the excellent 
Maria Leibnitz would tind in me a 
more suitable guardian than you 
were calculated to make her. Oh, 
bow are our understandings darken- 
ed, and our reason perverted, whilst 
under the controlling influence of the 
arch enemy of God and man. The 
arrangements by which you were | 
induced to come to town, were mine; | 
the delusions by which you have! 

| 





been kept here, if not mine, | ac- 
knowledge with shame and confu- 
gion, were countenanced by me.— |} 
The consequences ot those delusions, 
Mr. Morrison, said I proudly, will) 
and with them—-Maria Leibnitz is a| 
Christian in something more than the 
name, and to forgive as she hopes to 
be forgiven, is the habitual temper 
of her mind. Mr. O’Brian, sir, will 
be left to derive all the advantages in 
the eye of your sister, which his 
prowess deserves ; that sacrifice to 
my poor mother’s feelings is at least 
left me : she can and will appreciate 
it-—She can and will indeed, said 
Morrison, in a convulsed tone, at the 
same time seizing and squeezing my 
hand. She will indeed, said he, 
speaking quick and low—keep that 
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she does know all your love and all 
your contrition; for she is gone 
where the secrets of all hearts are 
revealed. I remember nothing more 
ef what passed on this occasion. 
Whilst he was speaking | had heard a 
carriage drive furiously up to the 
door ; it appears I suffered myself 
to be placed in it, and | was roused 
from the torpor of agony and grief 
by its stopping at the door of my now 
wretched home. 

My story is drawing to a close—lIt 
would answer little purpose were I 
to attempt to describe those feelings 
which, operating on nerves of no 
great strength, and on a constitution 


'by nature feeble, threw me into a 
fever, which for some days threaten- 


| 





‘in town for me. 


ed to be fatal to my brain, if not to 
my lite. But my blessed master had 


‘work for me, and I was preserved. 


Morrison bad carefully and constantly 
attended me, and when I was able to 
hear the relation gave me the follow- 
ing particulars : On the day of my 
dear mother’s illness, which was also 
the day of her death, an express had 
been sent to Mrs. Morrisun’s house 
It was concealed 
from you, said Morrison, and letme 
add, continued he, after an agitated 
pause, it was also concealed from 
me. After you had gone to the play 
another message arrived. I alone 
was at home and it was delivered te 
me. Your mother was no more. 
You know the. rest as regards me. 
Isabella had been much distressed - 


J have reason to believe she had re- 


solved to make the triumph of taking 


you tothe play, the test of her pow- 


er over you, and that this, and the 


consequences likely to result, were 


‘not unknown to O’Brian. 


' 


But har- 


bor nothing of animosity against her, 
my friend; she, poor girl, will marry 


O’Brian, and she will be wretched. 





idea steadily before you. She can, 





—And Maria, said I, though al- 
most suflocated by emotion at the 
mention of her name, and the recol- 
lections it recalled—Miss Leibnitz. 


‘returned Morrison, with assumed 
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composure, was taken home by her 
venerable uncle. Llas he not been 
here since my illness! I asked. No, 
he is about to receive the 


speedy entrance upon “ the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God.’ 
[’nguiries have constantly been sent 
by Miss Leibnitz. 

I did not recover until after long 
and repeated relapses. Betore | was 
able to leave my room, the aged and 
faithful servant of God, Cornelius || 
Leibuitz was dead and Marta, now 
left alone in the world, had retired 
into lodgings at the house of a reli- 
gious friend. In answer to Iny re: | 
quest to see her, J received the 
tollowing. 


‘‘Maria Leibnitz, from her very | 
weak state of health, cannot now 
see even the son of her dearest| 
friend and second parent. Ob let 
him endeavour to fit himself to re- 
join that friend and parent. Maria 
will try to meet himthere. Let hin} 
not give way to grief, but gird bim- |) 
self for the contest, and tight as be- 
cometh a good soldier of Christ, for 


that such he will be, is the assured | 


belief of 
MARIA LEIBNITZ. 


This assurance, evenfrom Maria, 
bad no charm for me. My own 
feelings did not respond it. | was 
chilled, I was crushed. Did I look 
to the world, all was disappointment 
and disgrace—did my thoughts turn 
to religious friends, all was blank and 
cheerless. Distrust and suspicion 
had succeeeed to admiration and 
confidence—to domestic happiness, 
twas gone; | had destroyed it—to 
love—to friendship—the link was 
broken that bound our hearts togeth- 
er. Maria was ‘travelling through 
Immanuel’s ground, to fairer worlds 
on high.” If lay like a wounded 
snake, writhing in unavailing anguish, | 
and grovelling in the dust. Often | 
did I attempt to take comfort and 


consolation from those portions of} 
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reward of 
all his toils, he hes expecting a| 


{ By) 


(| Scripture I fancied I had so eloquent- 
ly quoted to others. | found they 


|; Were a savour of hfe unto life, or of 


|; death unto death, according as they 
| were used. f renounced all confi- 
| dence in any thing: despair was fast 
‘| creeping upon me, when pronoun- 
cing, as “twere emphatically, the 
|| folluwing words, dnd now, Lord, 
} whut is my hope? The answer ap- 
|| peared to come to me with a force 
i that was irresistible— J'ruly my hope 
its in Thee. Gracious Father, cried 
1, let me accept thy invitation. Sub- 
\ dued, melted to tears, atthe liberty, 
H as it seemed to me, ef calling him 
| Father, | dropped on my knees cry- 
‘ing, Here Lord, I give myself away. 
| My sole concern was lest he would 
‘not receive me. My sins appeared 
too great, too aggravated, for even 
| divine mercy to forgive. I was 
| humbled to the dust, | loathed myself, 
| [ hated my sins. But his Spirit 
|| witnessed) with my spirit that my 
repentance was sincere, and my love 
| A flood of light seemed 


| unfeigaed. 
streaming on my soul. I saw that | 
| 





'might claim his promise, and was in 
'|no wise to be thrust out, for I did 
‘truly come to him. [ saw that the 
|| sacrifice made for sin was full, sufh- 
‘cient, and complete, and | was 
relieved of my fears. I saw that his 
righteousness covered me, as witha 
garment, and that, cloathed in it, 
guilty and vile as I was, | might 
venture into the presence of my God, 
and my contusion abated. I felt that 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, was 
with me, to lead me into all truth, 
and my contidence was strong. 

This event, never to be forgotten 
by me, occurred as | was travelling 
for my health, at a considerable dis- 
tance from home. And did your 
danger and difficulties, the reader 
will ask, end at this point ? Far from 
it. ‘Temptations beset me on the 
right hand and on the left, but the 
Lord being my helper, whom should 
| I fear ? 

Removed from the scenes and 
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persons who had witnessed my de- 
gradation, and taking comfort for the 
loss of my mother, in the assurance 
of her blissful immortality, 1 regain: 
ed my composure, and as my spirits 


revived my thoughts turned more | 


frequently towards Maria Leibnitz. 
Her unfriended situation occupying 
much of my attention, I one day 
suddenly determined to return home 
and make her an offer of my hand. 
[ had no sooner made this determina 
tion than a tide of joy came rushing 


in my heart, at the recollection of 


her loveliness; and long banished 
dreams of love and joy were soon 
flitting before me. Piercing as a 
barbed arrow, rose the recollection 
of my unworthiness. God has not 
pardoned and received thee for this, 
seemed to sound in my ear—the way 
to Heaven does not lay through the 
bower of bliss. Alas! alas! I ex- 
claimed, is there yet something to 
giveup? Is there yet something to 
be tornfrom? I retired tocalm my 
thoughts by reading the Scriptures 
of truth, and opening at the second 
Epistle of ‘imothy, my eyes were 
riveted on these words—‘* Thou, 
therefore, endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ: no man that 
warreth entangleth himself with the 
affairs of this life; that he may please 
him that hath chosen him to be a 
soldier.”’ 1 was deeply pondering in 
my mind what practical construction 
to put on the import of these words, 
as regarded myself, when a letter 
was handedto me. Hastily glancing 
over the contents, I exclaimed as I 
crushed it to my throbbing temples, 
Oh Lord, “let me not be disobedient 
to the heavenly calling.” Maria Leib- 
nitz wasdead. Acontagious disease, 
contracted whilst attending a poor 
distressed family, had proved fatal to 
her mortal life. Thus my dearest 
friend had been called to come up 
higher, and I had nothing now to do 
but to prepare to follow. Not long 
did I sorrow as one without hope, 
but seeing | was encompassed about 
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with such beloved witnesses, I en- 
deavoured to lay aside every weight, 
and to run with patience the race set 
before me, looking unto Jesus as the 
author and finisher of our faith. 

I have little to add—I joined 
myself to the Episcopal Church, 
amongst whom, as it appeared to me, 
my walk would be more humble, and 
not less useful, 1 was in due time 
appointed to divide the word ot 
truth, according to the glorious gos- 
pel of our Lord and Saviour, and 
[ am favoured with the blessed hope 
and belief that 1 have had some 
seals to my ministry: and if I have 
endured afflictions that [| might do the 
work of an Evangelist, now that the 
time of my departure is at hand, I 
count them as nothing, knowing that 
our light afflictions, which are but 
for a moment, shall work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. 


Here the manuscript closed, and 
Fisher, remembering the emotions 
discovered by Waldron at visiting 
the deserted and now lonely resi- 
dence of his youth, found himself se 
deeply interested in the events which 
led to that desertion, that he had not 
for some time recollected the narra- 
tor was laying on the bed of fatigue 
and sickness beside him. He now 
drew back the curtains. The hands 
of his friend were still clasped as in 
the act of fervent prayer. A serene 
smile seemed still to play on his 
countenance, his eyes were still 
raised as in hope, but the sense 
which had animated them was shut 
forever—Yes, ‘‘ The silver cord 
was broken at the cistern, the body 
was returning to the dust of which it 
first was made, and the spirit had 
returned to the God who gave it.” 





Conversion of two Young Jews. 


The London Baptist Magazine for 
December informs, on the authority 
of a Dutch gentleman at the Hague, 
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connected with the Bible and {stolen by the priests of their god. 
other religious societies in Holland, || ‘China is one of the most enlighten- 
that two young Jews, educated at\,ed heathen nations ; and yet their 
the University of Leyden, and) learned men thus pay divine honours 
who have distinguished themselves |to a fellow creature, universally 
by their literature and generally | acknowledged to have been a mere 
good chafacter, have, by consult-|) man. These same learned heathen 
ing the Scriptures, been Jed to | generally teach that death is anniht- 
embrace Christianity, and are about lation; and sometimes athrm that 
to be publicly baptized in the Re- | there is neither God, angel, nor spi- 
formed Church. ‘The uncle of one | rit!” Out of their own months do 
of them, who is very rich, offered | they thus condemn themselves ; and 
him five thousand pounds sterling, || whilst by the light of nature they 
more than 22,000 dollars, besides a'| have the means of knowing the true 
share in his estate, provided he || God, they glorify him not as God ; 
would defer his baptism till after bis || but are ‘* vain in their imaginations, 


. | ‘a ‘ 
uncle’s death. The youth answered, | and their foolish hearts are darken- 


that as he considered his salvation to | ed.’ A learned Chinese has lately 
be connected with a profession of his || acknowledged that there is nothing 
faith in the Messiah, no considera- || in what they esteem their sacred 
tion whatever could turn him aside || books, capable of disproving the 
from his purpose. C. Watehman. || truths of Christianity ; yet this same 
i ** wise heathen” continues a devoted 


| - ‘ ¥ 
” : ; ‘follower and worshipper of Confu- 
4 Baptism not found in the Bible. ner Fe i 





The London Evangelical Magazine 
for December, has the followin . , 
paragraph. The newspapers <a | = a Praying Soldier. 
that on Saturday, October 26, **a)| _ During the late unhappy commo- 
grand religious ceremony,” (more | tions in Ireland, a private soldier in 
properly a farce,) ** was performed | the army of Lord Cornwallis was 
at the Royal Monastery of the Tem- | daily observed to be absent from his 
ple in Paris. The object of the cer- | quarters, and from the company of 
emony was the beptisin of four great || his fellow soldiers. He began to be 
Bells.” The king of France and the |, suspected of withdrawing himself for 
dutchess of Angouleme were the | the purpose of holding intercourse 
godfather and godmother, represented with the rebels ; and on this suspi- 
by their proxies. C. Watchman. | cion, probably increased by the 
malice of his wicked comrades, he 
Worship of Confucius. | was tried by a court martial and 


‘condemned to die. The Marquis 
In the Indo-Chinese Gleaner, it is} hearing of this, wished to examine 


stated, there are in China, 1560|the minutes of the trial, and not 
temples dedicated to Confucius. At) being satisfied, sent for the man to 
the spring and autumnal sacrifices | converse with him. Upon being 
offered to him, it is calculated there | interrogated, the prisoner solemnly 
are immolated annually 62,606 ani- || disavowed every treasonable practice 
mals, as follows : 6 bullocks, 27,000 | or intention, declared his sincere 
pigs, 5,000 sheep, 2,800 deer, 27,- || attachment to his sovereign, and his 
000 rabbits. At the same time, it is || readiness to live and die in his ser- 
said, there are offered 27,600 pieces || vice: he affirmed that the real cause 
of silk! What becomes of these | of his absence was, that he might 


does not appear; perhaps they are || obtain a place of retirement for the 
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purpose of private prayer, for which 
his lordsbip knew he had no opportu: 
nity among his profane comrades, 

who had hesouee his enemies merely 
on account of his profession of rett- 
gion. He said, he made this defence 
on his trial; but the othcers thought 
2t so improbable that they paid no 
attention to it. The marquis, in 
order to satisfy himself of the truth | 
of his defence, observed, that if so, : 
he must have acquired a considera- 
ble aptness in this exercise. The 
poor man replied, that as to ability, 
he had nothing to boast of. The 
Marquis then insisted on his kneeling 
down, and praying aloud before him, 
which he did ; and poured forth his | 
soul before God with such copious- | 
ness, fluency and ardour, that the 
Marquis took him by the hand, and 
said, he was satisfied that no man | 
could pray in that manner who did 
not live in the habit of intercourse 
with God.—He not only revoked the 
sentence, but received him into his | 
peculiar favour, placing him among | 
his personal attendants. *“ Remember | 
Joseph in the prison of Egypt.” On | 
reading the above, every pious! 
mind will be led to reflect on the | 
remarkable interposition of Provi-| 
dence in behalf of this man of prayer, | 
for this is the most prominent feature 
in the Christian character. He could 
not live without prayer, though he 
thereby exposed himself to the sus- 
picion and hatred of his comrades, 
and even endangered his life; but 
the God, whom, like Daniel, he 
served, knew how to deliver him in 
the perilous hour, and not only heard 
his prayer, but made the exercise of 


ReligionChiurch Missionary Society. 


‘ten thousand evils, 





i charms she instructs. 








this duty itself the means of his deliv- 
erance. 


FOREIGN 


Our English 
eome to hand, 
our readers some interesting missionary in- 
telligence from two stations in the Island of 
Ceylon, The Church Missionary Society of 


O, how does this reproach }, 
INTELLIGENCE. 


publications having just || 
we are enabled to lay before | 


' from the Lord. 


APRIL, 


those who live without prayer, tho’ 

they have every opportunity for 

retirement, unseen and unsuspected ! 
C. Watchman. 


RELIGION. 

Religion seems exactly fitted to the 
wants of man. He is here in a world 
of sin and sorrow, surrounded by 
from which he 
cannot extricate himself. The wind 
blows, the storm rages, the heavens 
gather blackness, the elements vie 
with each other for dominion, and 
feeble man finds himself 

Just like a feather 
On the whirlwind’s wing. 

Pestilence and death are around 

him—he sees the grim monster ap- 


|| proach—his limbs are unnerved——he 


cannot fly—he is sinking in despair, 
when religion appears, and by her 


light and presence dispels his fears, 
| and re-animates his frame. 


She has 
a power to charm, and while she 
Her votaries 
are happy, for she constantly points 
them to a heaven of rest, in a world 
where 

No scorching rays of day, 

No fatal damps of night, 

Shall ever find their way, 

To weaken their delight— 

Where God himself gives Zion rest, 
And makes her habitation blest. 
They who have known the sweets 

of her society, pity those whose 
highest ambition is ‘‘to shed lustre 
over a few years ; to live in remem- 
brance only a century or two, and be 
forgotien.”” Yet even for this the 
scholar labours, and the hero en- 
dures hardship—this is the summit 
of human ambition and the boundary 


of its most sanguine expectation. 
The Missionary. 


England have for some time past occupied 
those places, and the labours of the Mis- 
| sionaries have been attended with blessings 
May he continue to pros-_ 
per their exertions in the great work of 
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building up the Redeemer’s Kingdom the trees: they are usually sur- 
throughout the world. rounded by asmall piece of ground 
(From the Misstonary Register.) separated from the rest by a wooden 


BADDAGAM ME | paling. 
A 3AM ME. | The Mission Eouse is situated on 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. i the side of a hill close to the river, 
Some extracts are given in the last ''on which the Missionaries have re- 
“iia | 
Report of the Society trom a commu- 


nication, addressed by two gentle 





ceived a grant from Government. 
On enquiring how they came to tix 
upon this spot as the field of their 
labours, Mr. Mayor said, that, on 
his first arrival at Ceylon, he settled 
lishment, to the treasurer of the} in the town of Galle; but, finding 


I 
| 
men in the Civil Service of the East- 
India Company on the Madras Estab- | 


Society’s Corresponding Commiitee | that he could have but little inter- 
i course with the natives, and that 
| more of his time than he thought 

| right was engrossed by Europeans, 

and, on their way home, touched at) j,6 resolved to quit Galle and live in 

Galle. Their statements furnish aj! the country: having heard some 

satisfactory gentlemen speak of the beauty of 

; , ; . o,..: . | baddagamme, he visited it, and tixed 
Review of Proceedings at this Station. upon > spot now occupied by the 
Baddagamme is distant thirteen or { liouse. It was then a mass of rock, 
fourteen miles from Galle, in an al- _covered with jungle. With much 
most easterly direction. The way jlnbour he cleared the ground of 
is upariver, named the Kindra——-one , wood, blew up the rock, and level- 
of the largest in the Island. \ led the spot upon which the house 
To give you an idea of the scenery | now stands. Itisa very comfortable 
in this part of Ceylon, it would be | abode, in the Bungalow fashion ; but 
necessary to transport you In imagt- | large enough to contain three fami- 
nation to some of the most pictur-: lies: the pillars are of the iron tree, 
esque parts of England. Nothing which abounds here, and is of in- 
can be more beautiful than the rich) credible weight and strength. He 
variety of hill and dale, forest and) is now employed in erecting the 
underwood, which prevails here :'| Church, a tew yards distant from 
it wants, however, amore abundant the house: he encountered here 
population, and more cultivation, to; the same difficulties from large mas- 
render it completely interesting.’ ses of rock. Both the Church and 

The roads are carried among an im | house are built of the pieces of rock 

mense variety of trees, of the finest’) which before occupied the ground— 

description: the Inlls are covered 'that ground which was, probably, 
to their tops with foliage, interspers-| the resort of wild beasts, snakes, 
ed with beautiful shrubs andcreepers; ||and other noxious animals: but 
but they can be only enjoyed in which buman art and labour will soon 
prospect, it being dangerous to as-| reduce to astate fit to form a Temple 
cend them on account of the wild}! of the Lord of Hosts, in which holy 
beasts and snakes with which they} beings love to dwell, and from which 
abound. ‘Those parts of the valleys | many a sacrifice of prayer and praise 
which are cultivated have a much} will, we hope, ascend to the throne 
more English appearance, than any | of God--an emblem this, of that Spi- 
field we ever saw in India. The| ritual Temple which these good men 
people do not generally assemble in| are engaged in erecting. 

villages, but build their huts among’ They tind the people among 


in that Presidency. These gentle-! 
men are members of that Society : 
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APRIL, 


whom they labour, like the rocks||in the universe were created by 
which cover the hills—hard, and|} chance. Budhu, from whom their 
insensible to every godly notion; || religious system is denominated, is, 
their hearts exalted with pride—that | with them, not a God, but a very 





master of human nature—and cover- | 
ed with the thorns and briers of) 
earthly cares, the abode of evil tem- | 
pers and evil spirits 

Nothing that we have yet seen! 
conveys to our minds so completely 
the idea of a Missionary Establish- 
ment, as thatat Baddagamme. We 
should be glad if our Missionaries 


could visit it, and learn a useful les- || 


son from what they would see 

Mr. Mayor, at one time, when 
there was no regular Medical man 
at Galle, discharged, with satisfac- 
tion to all, the important functions of 
that situation. His knowledge of 
physic and surgery he tinds of vast 
inportance among the natives: it 
gives him almost unbounded influence 
overthem ; insomuch that the horrid 


practice resorted to by the natives in || 


cases of sickness--the ‘* pEvIL’s 
DANCE, —has fallen into almost en- 
tire disuse, in the neighbourhood of 
Baddagamme ; and the people bring 
their sick regularly to be healed. 

While Mr. Mayor attends to the 
building of the Church and the 
rougher work, Mr. Ward is enga- 
ged with the schools. We went one 
day to the school room, where we 
found between thirty and forty boys, 
whom we heard go through their 
lessons in English and in Cifigalese 
with great satisfaction. 

The natives of this island, less 
fettered by the prejudices of the 
caste and the different superstitions 
which prevail among those of the 
continent, are more accessible to 
the efforts of the Missionaries. They 
are the only nation of the Atheists | 
which we have heard of: for, altho’ 
they admit the existence of a supe- 
rior order of beings (which are, io 
fact, the souls of men disunited from 
the body,) yet they deny the exist- 
ence of One Supreme Being; and 
affirm that the world and all things 














| holy Priest ; who, having gone thro’ 
| various trials, is now ina beatified 
'state. Any man may, according to 
‘their notions, become a Budhu, if 
he will be equally holy. Their 
OLJECT OF WORSHIP IS THE DEVIL , 
whom they are accustomed to propi- 
tiate by horrid ceremonies, of which 
the dance isa principal one. 

To return to the Mission House 
and its inhabitants. Our friends 
there say that the chief fault they 
‘have to tind with the natives is their 
'extreme propensity to lying and de- 
cet. 

The Missionaries both speak the 
language. Mr. Mayor speaks it with 
great fluency. 

Before the workmen begin their 
labour in the morning, they are as- 
sembled under a shed ; where one 
;of the Missionaries delivers a short 

exhortation and then offers up a 
prayer with them. 

These two gentlemen consider 
themselves, and all that they possess, 
as the entire property of the Society 
which employs them. Their own 
wills they gladly resign to that of the 
committee. They are contented with 
their salaries, which they find abun- 
dant to supply all their wants : and 
their whole care seems to be, 
what measures will be best suited 
to bring the Heathen, among whom 
they are settled, out of darkness into 
light. A Missionary should, in their 
opinion, quit all European society, 
except so far as may be necessary 
for the supply of his temporal wants :. 
he should reside entirely among the 
natives—spend his life, his talents, 
his money, his all, among them— 
and preach to them, not merely 
with the mouth, but by the far more 
effectual means of Example. ‘nd 
who will say that their opinion is not 
right? Wenever saw men actuated 
by a spirit more truly Apostolic. 
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And while they are engaged about 
the building, and the instruction of } 
the boys, their wives take their pla- 
ces amidst a number of native girls, 
whom they instruct in reading and 
needle-work : in truth, they are 
Missionaries as much as their hus- 
bands : they appear to have studied 
the language, and seem determined 
to forward the endeavours of their 
husbands to the utmost of their pow 
er: they have each two young 
children, whom they appear to bring 
up with great judgment. Their 
house is a pattern of neataess and 
comfort ; but contains nothing super- 
iluous. 

We spent three very happy days 
among them, and shall ever rejoice 
that we have formed the acquain- 
tance of such truly estimable char- 
acters. 


NELLORFE. 
Heathen Ceremonies at a Funeral. 


The Rey. Joseph Knight has late- 
ly sent home the following account : 

October 29, 1821. —Finding, by the 
beating of the tom-toms, that a fune. 
ral procession was passing at a little 
distance, and the corpse was to be 
burned ; lL resolved to go and see it, 
having nev er witnessed any ceremony 
of the kind. In this country, the 
Widow never burns with her deceas- 
ed Husband: nor are the other cru- 
elties practised here, which are com- 
mon in the North of India: so that | 

though Heathenism still prevails, it | 
is seen, perhaps, in its mildest fea 
tures. It may, therefore, be con 
cluded, that though the System of 


tleathenism prevails here as former- || 


iv, yet the attempts which have been 
made to counteract or undermine it, 
and to introduce the Christian Reli- 
gion, have not been altogether in | 
vain. 

The place 
intle distant. 
sisted first, of six Tom-tom Beaters. 
walking before the corpse. three of 

Vor. IV...No. FX. 


e of burning was abouta | 


sionary Society. 


‘The procession con- ! 
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them beating all the way. Next to 
‘them came the corpse, or rather the 
corpses, as this was a Mother who 
' died in child-bed, and her infant was 
laid with her on a kind of bier, sup- 
| ported by six bearers, and covered 
with a kind of canopy made of cocoa- 
nut leaves ; the corpse was entirely 
concealed, being covered with a tine 
white cloth. Behind walked the re- 


lations and friends, in single rank, 
‘and without order. The Family 
'barber was among the rest, and 


‘seemed to be a chief man‘in the pro- 
cession: he a sisted incarrying what 
/Was necessary for the ceremony 

|viz. three cocoa-nuts, a little baked 
rice of superior quality, a new earth 
en pot, and a pan of fire-coals. The 
relations were the Husband, three 
Brothers, and the Father of the de- 
ceased; the Father walked alone, 
| some way behind the rest. 

The funeral pile was laid; but, 
not being done well, it was taken 
down, and Jaid afresh. As it 
large, this occupied but little time. 

| In the mean while, the Husband went 
away with the Barber, and got shaved 
‘and washed. 


Was 


| When the pile was ready, the ca- 
|} nopy which covered the c orpse was 
cut to preces, and the valuable cloths 
| were taken away, as were also the 
rings round the wrists, the ear-rings, 
= nose-jew els, and neck-ornaments. 
his family is notrich; but all are 
fond of adorning themselves with 
gold and silver. The deceased. | 
was told, was twenty years old. ‘Mhis 
vas the second child: both were 
dead. 











| 
f 
Js 


‘away, and nothing lett but a single 
cloth wr apped round the corpse, 1 
| was put on the pile, face downwards, 

and the legs bent back and pressed 
I ‘down with blocks of tirewood. The 
‘infant was laid by its Mother’s 
side; all was now covered with heavy 
| Pre ces of wood. : 

By this time, 


, 
Lf 


_ . : 

| The cloths and jewels being taken 
' 

1 

{| 


the JIusband and 
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Barber had returned—the Husband | 
bearing on his shoulder a pan of wa- | 
ter. ‘The barber took’the basket of | 
baked rice, and gave each of the re- 
lations a little to sprinkle over the 
head of the corpse: most of it fell 
to the ground: the husband was the 
last. ‘he basket was thrown on the 
pile, as also the mats, poles, &c_ be- 
longing to the bier: three cocoa- 
nuts were broken, and the pieces 
crammed into the pile about the head | 
of the corpse. On inquiring what | 
the rice and cocoa-nuts were for, [| 
was told, that, as the deceased would | 
no longer share in the family inheri- 
tance, they gave her this food, as the 
last that they could give, and asa 
foken of respect ; but more especi- 
ally from custom, the true design of 
which they were ignorant of. 

The pan of water was again placed 
on the husband’s shoulder—he being | 
the nearest relation: holding it| 
with his lett hand, he walked thrice | 
round the pile. The barber walked | 


x. 








after him, holding his right hand be- | 


hind him ; and striking the pan, each 
time. with the point of a hedge-bill 
which he carried in his hand. The 
water flowed in a small stream with 
each stroke ; so that, with the third | 
procession, there were three streams 
of water running. After the third 
time, the husband stood with his 
back toward the head of the corpse, 
and cast the pan down before him, 
by which it was broken to pieces. 
He now lefi the scene, when the 
barber, taking a torch provided for | 
the purpose, lighted it, and set fire 
to the pile, atthe feet—this part be- 
ing set toward the wind: another | 
lichted it at the head, but this was 
not regarded. The other was much 
attended to by those around, especi- 
ally by the father; who, afier the 





fire had begun to consume the body, 
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ame up to me, apparently much 
satisfied; and told me, that if the 
corpse had not burnt well, his daugh- 
ter would be born again in succes- 
sive transmigrations ; but, now, all 
was well! ‘To prevent this succes- 
sive transmigration, an annual fast 
and ceremonies are observed for 
the dead—a Brahmin is engaged— 
»erings made, alms bestowed, Kc. 

This observation of the father gave 
me an opportunity of speaking to 
them. I told the old man that they 
were much deceived—that there was 
no other birth than the present— 
reminded him that all must die-—and 
exhorted him and the others to pre- 
pare for eternity. They did not ob- 
ject to what I said, but seemed to 
think themselves right. One of the 
brothers wept when I spoke to him: 
the father also shewed that he was 
not destitute of affection. 

On the third day, they go to the 
place, collect the ashes of the corpse, 
(which, it is said, they easily distin- 
zuish from the wood ashes) put them 
in an earthen pot, and deposit this in 
the bed of some neighbouring river, 
which, for this purpose, is consider- 
ed as personifying the Sacred Gan- 
ges. They would, probably, take i: 
to the Ganges, were it not for the 
distance. 

Oh, how highly favoured are the 
inhabitants of a Christian Land, in 
enjoying the light and privileges of 
the Gospel, and in being freed from 
the slavish dread and the many super- 
stitions of the Heathen! May they 
know how to prize their privileges. 


and may they learn to pity, pray for, 


and strive to rescue from thei: 
wretched condition, the thousands o: 
deluded creatures who inhabit these 
eastern regions! O Sayiour, let the 
Kingdom come! | 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Proceedings of the Board of Directors 
of the ‘Domestic and Foretgn Mis 
stonary Society of the Protestant. 
Episcopal Church in the United | 
States. 

(Continued from page 219.) 

Letter from the Rev. Mr. Meade, Va. 

to the Rev. Mr. Boyd. 


Mi_L_woop, Sept. 4th, 1822. 
Reverend and dear Sir: | enclose 
you a draft on a house in Alexandria, | 
jor the sum of ninety dollars, to be | 
applied to the mission now in pre- 
paration for the Coast of Africa. I 


have also sent to the care of the | 
Rev. Mr. Norris of Alexandria, aj 


to be applied to the | 
and which you can 


box of clothes, 
same purpose, 


direct to the port from which the ex- || 


pedition will sail. The money has 
been partly raised by the children | 


and younger members of my con- | 


‘ 

if ** Resolved, That a genera! meeting o 
|| the Episcopalians of the city and surround- 
| ing districts, be held in St. James's Church, 
on the 4th October, to devise and adop' 
means to obtain subscriptions and dona 
tions to the General Missionary Society. 

‘*That notice of said meeting be given i 
all the churches on the day betore, auc 
that the officiating clergymen be 
to preach on the duty of aiding domesty 
and foreign missions. 
“That all the members of the 
| siding in the city, and all the clergy, be pars 

tic ulaily invited to attend the meeting, and 

to bring their friends with them.” 
| It is expected that addresses will be de- 
livered by several laymen on the above 
! occasion, which we hope will be thought of 
sufficient interest to demand the presence ot 
all who are desirous of advancing the king- 


requested 





Board re- 


| dom of the Redeemer. 
The chair will be taken by the Right Rev 
| Bishop White at 7 o'clock, P. M. precise 


PUBLIC MEETING. 
At a general meeting of Episcopalrans oy 
the city of Philadelphia, held at St. James’ 


gregation, being the result either of | Church, on Monday evening, i4th October, 


their self-denials in articles of food | 
_and raiment, or of some extra labours | 
of their hands. The clothes have 
been made up by the ladies of the 
congregation, at stated meetings du- 
ring the summer season, when I at- 
tend and spend a few hours in reading 
to them the most interesting mission- 
ary information supplied us by maga- |! 
zines of the day. We hope to ten- 


der you an annual contribution of the |; 


same kind, and pray that God will 
vouchsafe his gracious blessing to it. | 
We have not yet formed ourselves | 
into a regular auxiliary, but will do | 
that before long. 


With best wishes and prayers, I) 


remain your friend and brother, 
Wn». Meape. 


MISSIONARY NOTICE. 


Ata meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Directors of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant “Episcopal! Church in the United 


States, held Sept. 26, 1822, the follewing /' 


resolutions weie adopted : 


H for the purpose of promoting the objects of 
ithe Domestic and Foreign Missionary Socie 
ity of the Protestant Episcopal Church— 
The Right Rev. Bishop White, D. D. 
President of the Society, took the chair. 
The meeting was opened with prayer, 
| Thomas H. White was chosen Secretary. 
| Joun READ, Esq., after explaining the 
| particular features of the Constitution, and 
the objects intended to be promoted by the 
Society, moved the following resolution; 
which was read and adopted: 
| ‘* Resolved, That, duly estimating the 
|| great importance and the imperative duty 
| of missionary benefactions and Jabours, we 
ji feel ourselves urgently called upon to par- 
ticipate im the eftorts which are making 
(throughout Protestant Christendom 
| spread the influence of “the glorious gospel 
of the blessed God; and that while we 
| recognize the obligation of the command 
Go ye into all the w orld, and preach the 
and achnowle 





to 
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gospel to every creature,” lve 
|| the duty, as means and opportunities pres 
|; sent, of imparting the lights and consola- 
tions and hopes of Christianity to 
‘who are sitting in the region and shadow 
of death, without hope and without God ix 
the world,” we feel it to bea duty espe- 
cially incumbent upon us to relieve the 
y vants of the spiritually destitute of Old 


those 
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own country, who, from uncontrollable cir- 


cuinst and for along time must 
pecessarily be, dependent for the enjoyment 
of the ministry and ordinances of our holy 
religion, upon the charitable exertions of 
That, there- 
fore, we view with great satisfaction, as a 


pices are, 


theic more favoured brethren. 


most judicious mean of accomplishing these 
objects, the formation, by the unauimnous 
vote of the Convention of last 
year, of ‘*The Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States,” and recom- 
mend it earnestly to the patronage and 
Prayers of all who wish the prosperity of 
our Zion” 

The following resolutions were also then 
severally proposed and adopted, viz. by the 
Rev. De. BEASLEY, seconded by the Rev. 
Nir. Allen: 

‘* Resoived, That it be earnestly recom- 
mended to the members of the Ejpiscopal 
church generally, to unite themselves to 
this society, and to exert themselves to the 
utmost of their power in furthering the in- 
teresting objects which it has im view ; and 
moreover, that we recognise a special call 
upon the Episcopalians of this city, for their 
most active exertions in its behalf, inas- 
much as the principal affairs of the society 
are to be transacted here, and the other 
portions of the church may look to us for 
au example, and may refuse to put forth 


General 


their exertions in the cause, unless stimulat- }, 


ed by the efforts made by us.” 

3y James S. SmMirH, Esq. seconded by 
J. C. Lowber, Esq. : 

“ Resolved, Vhat for the more effectual 
and general application for patronage, we 
hereby pledge our individual exertions, and 
recoinmend the appointment of commit- 


tees im the diflerent congregations, who are |! 


affectionately urged to apply themselves 
diligently to this duty in their respective 
chu. ches.” 





By the Rev. JAMES MONTGOMERY, | 
conded by the Rey. ‘ir. Allen: 


t 
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der! He stands in the centre of our 


_earth, and by his assuring presence, 


} 
| 
| 
' 
| 





encourages all the exertions of his 
followers : from his beaming crown 
flows that flood of light which is dis- 
sipating the clouds of heathen dark- 
ness ; at his foot is fastened that chain 
which limits the ravages of Satan ; 
army above army wait the glittering 
ranks of cherubim and seraphim. It 
is the same Lord, who, with the 
thunder of Omnipotence, pursued 
Satan o'er the battlements of Hea- 
ven, What time the rebel sought in 
the bottomless abyss a refuge from 
his wrath. It is the same Lord, who, 
once in Palestine, offered himself a 
sacrifice on the altar of Justice, that 
the family of Adam might find access 
to the path of salvation. It is the 
same Lord, who, rising from the 
tomb, where, for the perfecting of 
his saints, he for a season had repos- 
ed, led captivity captive, and received 


gifts for men. 


‘¢ Communicants ! 
‘‘ It is the same Lord, whose hu. 
man nature was wounded, was bro 


ken, was bleeding, for your trans- 


gressions. It is the same Lord who 


ais your Advocate with the Father ; 


through whom you have access to a 


‘throne of grace. 


| 
| 


“ féesuived, That this meeting, when 1t}| 


‘Friends of morality ! 

‘It is He who is the only success- 
ful teacher of morals. It is He be- 
tere whose banner alone will the 
torrent of corruption roll back upon 
its source. It is He from whom alone 
can spring the principle and the 


adjourn, stand adjourned to Thursday, the i practice of holiness. 


5th Nov. next, at @ o'clock, P.M. \ 


[hat the committees of col- 
fection be hereby earnestly urged to apply 


a 
Bi itesolved, 


‘* Patriots ! 
‘* Itis He who alone exalteth a na- 


themselves immediately to the duties of ‘tion: He who alone can make firm 
their appoimtment, and make report at oe 


adjourned ine eting.’’ 


The following are the concluding re- 
marks of an Appeal made by a Gen 
tleman on seconding one of the fore- 











ging resolutions. 


' 


“The Captain of the host of Hea-|| 
ven himselt descends to be our lea-s'vour dying bodies with unfadine 
R Sg 


its foundation, and clothe with hap- 
piness its superstructure. It is He 
who alone can say to the waves of 
revolution, Peace, be still; to the 
ravages of time, Thus far, and no 
farther. | 

‘* Mortals ! 

‘*It is He who alone can clothe 
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beauty : He who alone can dispense | anxious to obtain every means calcu 


to your immortal souls a name and a} 
place among the sons of God. | 

“He stands, and earth owns his | 
presence, for her wars are hushed. | 
He stands, and the moral world | 
blooms, and flourishes, and teems |! 
with life ; andthe chronicle of pass- 
ing vears is radiant with events that 
cause joy among the angels of God. 
The kings of Tarshish wal the isles 
bring presents The kings of Shebu 
and Sibe offer gifts. P repare ye the 
way of the Lord! make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God! 
is beginning to be heard from one | 
end of the globe to the other: the 
sound floats on the banks of the 
Gambia, and mingles its accents with | 
the murmur of the Ganges! Thel 
Hottentot hears tt and abandons his | 
idol; the Brahmin hears it) and 
throws away his cast; it lingers 
around the synagogue of the Jew, 
and echoes throughout the sanctuary 
of the Gentile : it makes vocal the 
Jong night of the Esquimaux, and 





wakes into song the islands of the; 
sea: China hears it and starts trom || 


herslumbers ; Ethiopia hears it and 
stretches forth her hands ; Christen- 
dom hears it and summons all her en | 
ergies. We have heard it, and come | 
to you this day, to-day, to ask of the! 
widow her mite, and of the rich m; In | 
his abundance, that we may send) 
forth the warning. through all our | 
valleys, and over all our mountains, Vs 
to put on the wedding garment, and | 
be ready for the coming of the Lurd 
“ Come forward ye contributors to 
the treasury of Jesus, and may the 


memorial of what ye are about to |‘ 


bestow be found in that day when it 
shall be said, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these. 
my brethren, ye have done it unio me. 





CIRCULAR. 

To the Friends of the Protestant Epis: | 
copal Church in the United States. | 
Feeling that they are placed in a| 

situation of great responsibility, and 


‘Clear and 


— 


lated to aid in the discharge of thei 
important duties, the members of the 
Executive Committee of the Domes- 
uc and Foreign Missionary Socte ty ot 
‘the Protestant Episc opal Church, at- 


hay 


_tectionately address themselves to all 
'who are disposed to promote thei 


labour of love. Their object is in- 
formation. The view of the wants 
of the church already presented to 
them would be sufficient to appal 
any who had not an Almighty arm to 
lean upon, but they wish that view 
completed. Not only the general 
outlines, but, as far as possible, the 
particulars relative to the destitute 
sections of our country, are desira 
ble :—the degree of ability, i in those 
sections, to aid themselves :—the 


most eligible points at which to com- 


mence missionary labour :—the con- 
tiguilty of Episcopalians scattered 
through the same region :=—the best 


route for a missionary :—the dispo- 


sition as well as ability on the part 
of the people :—and, indeed, all 
calculated to assist us in our present 
operations, or to enable us to lay be 
fore the society a full description ot 


| the field we are bound to cultivate 


satisfactory information, 
we are well assured, will do much to- 
ward procuring a supply for the 
waste places. The friends of our 
‘Zion are numerous: many of them 
are wealthy, and they have already 
given us evidence that they are will 

ing to make considerable etlorts. We 
know that, in some instances, the in- 
formation we desire cannot be ex- 
pected from the destitute themselves. 
[hey are too remote, and too much 


‘ent off from intercourse with their 


more favoured brethren. We there- 
tore hope that others, whetherclergy- 
men or laymen, who, from personal 
observation or the statements of ju- 
dicious friends, have knowledge con- 


cerning them, will convey to us that 


knowledge. 
Another inquiry 1s, relative to per 
sons qualified and disposed te act a> 


apg yy 


' 


Doo sr oa 


” ip wy 
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agents, to explore, especially, the | 
western states. | 
As missionaries will soon be want- | 
ed—as we indulge the hope, that be- | 
fore another year has rolled around, 
several will go forth to prepare the | 
way of the Lord, we would mvite the | 
attention of ouriieverend brethren to 
this subject. Those who are desir- | 
ous of acting as evangelists are re- | 
quested to inform us. 
To the good work of rebuilding | 
the old wastes, we would call the at- | 
tention of such as are preparing for |g 
the ministry. There certainly can- | 
not be a more delightful employment, | 
or one better calculated to prepare 
for future usefulness. Will not those | 
who are just about making their vows | 
at the altar, be willing to go, at le: ist | 
for a short period, to the scattered | 
sheep of the house of Israel ? | 
Foreign missions occupy the at-' 
tention of a part of the members of | 
our communion, and it is undoubtedly | 


our duty to engage, so far as we are || 


able, in endeavours to reclaim the 
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land 





APRIL, 


Editors ot magazines, and all 
others, disposed to advance the in- 
terests of the church, are affection- 
ately solicited to promote the cir- 
culation of this address. 

Communications to the society are 
to be made to the Rev. George 
Boyd, corresponding secretary. 

May the Lord direct us in all our 
doings with his most gracious favour, 
further us with his continual 
in all our works, begun, 











help, that, 


continued, and ended in him, we may 


glorify his holy name ; and finally, 
by his mercy obtain everlasting lite, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
By order. 
Jas. Monrcomery, 
Recording Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 1, 1822. 











OBITUARY OF DR. BUCHANAN, OF RICH- 
MOND, VA. 

There are few things nore pleasing to a 
generous mind, than to call to view the 
merit of a departed friend, and to trace in 
recollection those virtues by which his life 
was distinguished. Inthe death of the late 





heathen. We have already procured || ev. Dr. John Buchanan, our city has 


funds for establishing a mission school || 
on the coast of Atrica: the abori- | 
gines of our own continent have a 
strong claim on our attention—though | 
indeed Jabours among them can 
scarcely be denominated foreign ; | 
if, therefore, there be any who are | 


| been deprived of an individual, whose ami- 
H | able qualities gave him a place in the affec- 
| tious of all w ho knew him. He was a firm 
ibe ‘liever in the Lord Jesus Christ 3 and trust- 
ed to the atonement offered on the cross for 
the salvation of his soul. His disinterested 
labours form a proof of his attachment to 
the Redeemer, perfectly conclusive: and 
the good will he manifested toward all men, 


willing to take their lives in their ‘lis an evidence that his heart was influenced 


bands, and, for the sake of their) 
Master, to go forth and proclaim him 
among the benighted Gentiles, we 
ask them to communicate with us. 
The proc eedings of the annual, 
meeting of the Board of Managers, | 
and those of the Executive Commit- 
tee, acting under the 
that board, 
ligence as we have 
ed, have been published in the: 
Church Record, a missionary news | 
paper, issued by Mr. E. Littell of | 
this city: to that, therefore, those 
who are desirous of further infor- 
mation concerning the operations of 


the society, are referred. 


| 
' 
; 
| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 
{ 


{ 


| feeble 
authoritv of and itis with truth he can declare, that of 
hs yall men wit! 
together with such intel-||°"! 


hitherto procur- | ; 


* emn summons of his God. 


by the spirit of the doctrines he inculcated. 
He was a stranger to every disposition of 
ubkindness, and no invective against him- 
self, however bitter that invective might be, 
could extort from him an expression of re- 
sentment; or force him from the high ground 
of christian charity. The author of this 
tribute of attention knew him well, 





has ever been ac- 
|quainted, Buchanan was inferior to none 
in humility of heart, benevolence of dispo- 
| sition, and sincerity of friendship. 

|| During his last illness, his mind was fixed 
upon the change which awaited him. He 
saw the gradual approaches of death; and 
|endeavoured to prepare himself for the sol- 
He frequentiy 
,| united in prayer with his friend and Pastor, 
{Bishop Moore, and received the holy com- 


bh whom he 


i 


ox “i ae that 





wv 


ay 





ny 


‘aNproveinent. 
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:nunion from his hands. His friendship for the 
Rev. Mr. Brain, of the Presbyterian 
Church, with whom he had long lived in 
‘ove and harmony, continued to glaw with 
the greatest fervour, as long as his mind re- 
tained its empire. When he requested that 
the prayers of the Church should be oftered 
up in his behalf, his friend, who was also 
sick, was not forgotten; for in the most 
affecting acceuts he added—Pray also fo: 
Blair! 

His loss to the poor will perhaps never 
be filled by any other man. He possessed 
yneans of relieving the distressed, and when 
the appeals of the afflicted met his ear, 
Bucianan’s heart vibrated with sympathy; 
and his purse furnished the necessary sup- 
plies. He is gone to give an account of bis 
stewardship; and the author of this obitu- 
ary believes, that syould he be so happy as 


to obtain a seat in Fleaven, he will there | 


meet his former friend and associate, wash- 
ed from his offences in the blood of Christ, 
and clothed in the Redeemer’s righteousness, 


| Lat. & Evan’gi. Mag. 





OBITUARY. 

Died, on the 26th of Februaty, Darid W 
Boissean, Principal of Wentwoith Acade- 
my, in the city of Baltimore. 

He was for many years a consistent ex- 
emplary professor of religion, and a most 
popular and successiul instructor of youth. 


As a christian, he was the uniform and zea- | 


ious advocate of all that is Evangelical in 


faith, spiritual in worship, and holy in | 
practice; and his life was conformed to his | 


theory. Asa teacher, he was distinguished 


by the excellent discipline which he main- |! 


tained in a large school, consisting ofabout 
140 boys, and the facility with which he 
communicated instruction to the minds of 
his pupils. The promotion of the moral 
aud spiritdal good of the children entrusted 
to his care, was to him a subject of dewp 
solicitude; and in addition to the literary 
exercises of the week, he was in the habit 
of assembling the school on the Sabbath 
morning for the purpose of prayer and other 


religious exercises; and on these occasions , 
every boy was required to recite a portion | 


of Scripture previously Committed to meino 
ry. From these Sabbath exercises he de- 
xived much pleasure, and his pupils great 


feigned sorrow whicii they felt at his 


death, and the high respect they entertained | 


for his character, the boys who had been 
under his tuition and care unanimously 
resolved to wear crape on thelr left arm for 


ten days; and, at their own expense, cause | 


a marble monument to be erected to his 
meinerv. ‘Lhe friend whe offers this short 
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As an expression of the un- | 


254 


tribute of respect to a brother christian 
whom he loved aud honoied, purposely ab- 
| stains from the language of eulogy, con 
| cetving that it would be misapplied, in des- 


| cribing the character of one whose indepen 


\ 


| dence of spirit and indifference to the ap- 

piauses or censures of the world, evinced 
‘that he sought vot the praise of men, but 
ithat which cometh tiom God only. Tle bas 
I finished his course ; he now rests from his 


labours, and hi- 








works do follow him. 
Fr. Ts 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 

At an ordination, held in St. 
John’s Chapel, New-York, on Iri- 
day, the 25th of October, 1822, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, the 
Rev. Lawson Carter, Deacon, Rec- 
tor eleet of St. John’s Church, Og- 
densburzh, was admitted to the holy 
Vorder of Priests. Morning Prayer 
| was conducted by the Rev. William 
| Berrian, and en address, appropriate 
jfo the occasion, delivered by the 
Rev. Benjamin ‘I’. Onderdouk, As- 
-istant Ministers of frinity Church, 

srooklyn, Long-tsland, and admit- 
ied the Rev. James P. F. Clarke. 
Deacon, Minister of St. John’s 
Chureh, Canandaigua, Ontario coun- 
‘iv, New York, to the holy order of 
| Priests. 

On the 03th Sunday after Trinity, 
November 24, 1822, in ‘T'rinits 
i Chureh, New York, Seth W. Beards- 
ley was admitted, by the Right Rev. 
itshop Hobart, to the holy order ot 
/ePaNCONS, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


. 
‘ 
' 


| On Sunday, the 29th of Septem- 
iver, 1622, at St. Paul’s Church, 
Philadelphia, the Rev. Peter Van 
Veit, Deacon, Minister of St. Luke’s 
Parish, South Carolina, in conse 
quence of letters dimissory from the 
bishop of that diocess, was admitted 
tu the holy order of Priests by the 
Right Rev. Bishop White. Morning 
Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. 
Tschudy, and a sermon hy the 
| Bishop. 
An ordination 
| Paul’s Church, 


| 


mee 


— 


was held in St 
| jaltnmore, on the 
bth of September, 1622, by the Ret. 
' Kev. Bishop Kemp, when the Rev 
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Joseph Spencer was admitted to the || 1825, an ordination was held in St. 
holy order of Priests. Morning) Paul’s Church, Baltimore, by the 
prayer was read by the Rev Mr.} Rt. Rey. Bishop Kemp, when the 
Mason, of Newbern, North Caroli- | Rev. Frederick P. Schroeder was 
pa, and an elegant and appropriate || admitted to the holy order of Dea- 
sermon preached by the Rev. Dr.) cons. ‘lhe service was conducted 
Barry. Mr. Spencer leaves the dio- | by the Rev. Dr. Barry, and the ser- 
cess of Maryland immediately, in|) mon by the Rev. Dr. Wyatt. 
consequence of his being appointed | Andon Thursday the 20th March, 
Professur of languages in Carlisle an ordination was held in the same 
College, and also Minister o} the | Church, by the same Bishop, when 
Protestant Episcopal Chureh in | the Rev. Charles P. M’Ilvaine was 
ihat place. : . ,, | admitted to the holy order of Priests. 
At an ordination, held in Trinity | Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Wyatt. 
Church, Newark, New Jersey, on) 
Wednesday, the 16th of October, t 
1822, by the Right Rev. Bishop | 


Binghamton, (N. Y.) Feb. 7, 1823. 


Croes, the Rev. Henry P. Powers, | On Friday last, a new church, 
rector elect of said church, was ad- erected in this village, was conse- 
mitted to the holy order of Priests. | crated to the servave of Almighty 
‘The Bishop was assisted, on this | God, by the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 
occasion, by the Kev. James Chap- | bart, by the name of Christ Church. 
man, and the Rev. John Croes, jun. || ‘fhe Rev. Dr. M’Donald, and the 
, Eine Guin a wediong 
of that diocese, and the Rev. Cave |) Rev. Orin Clark, of Geneva; the 


; at i ae | ;. Mr. Smith, of Auburn; the 
Jones, of the diocess of New York. || Rev. Mr. Smith, ? 
ones, 7 ' Rev.Mr. Bush, of Oxford; the Rev. 


ing of the succeeding 

peer Bishop instituted the Rey. || Mr. Perry, of Unadilla, and the Rey. 
Mr. Powers into the rectorship of'|Mr. Gear, of this village, were pre- 
Trinity Church aforesaid; and, in sent, and assisted at the solemnities. 
the afternoon, administered the holy An ordination was also held by the 
tite of confirmation to twenty per- || Bishop, and Mr. Burton H. Hecox, 
The discourses delivered on || a student in the theological school 
| at Geneva, was admitted to the or- 
der of deacons. In the afternoon 
service, the rite of confirmation was 
also administered. C. Journal. 











sons. 
these occasions were appropriate and 
impressive, and the whole exercises 
solemn and interesting. During 
the present year, confirmations have | 
also been administered, by the’ 














Right Rev. Bishop Croes, in Christ | 
Church, New Brunswick, on the 
third Sunday after Easter; in St. 
George’s Church, Peonsneck, on 
Whit-Sunday ; and, in St. Andrew’s 
Church, Mount-Holly, on W ednes- 
day, the Sth of June. 

On Thursday, the 19thof Decem | 
‘ber, 1922, the Rev. Edward Rut. | 
ledge, minister of St. ‘Thomas's | 
parish, Charleston, South Carolina, | 


was admitted to the holy order of | 


Priests by the Right Rev. Bishop | 


Howen. 


-" | 


On Wednesday the Ist January, | 


On Quinquagesima Sunday, Feb. 


| 9th, 1823, in Christ church, New 


York, the Right Kev. Bishop Ho- 
bart admitted Mr, John Sellon to the 
holy erderolf deacons. C. Journal. 





Litcrary Honours. 


At the commencement of Colum- 
bia College, in August last, the de- 
gree of D. D. was conferred on the 
Rev. Thomas Lyell, Rector of Christ 
Church, in this city; and on the 
Rev. John Reed. Rector of Christ 
Church, Poughkeepsie, Dutchess 
county, New York. 
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